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GODS CON- 
TROVERSIE WITH 
ENGLAND, 

Or 


ADESCRIPTION 


OF THE- FEAREFVLL 
and lamentablecſtate which 
this Land at this pre. 
ſent ts in. 


'PREACHED AT PAVLS 
Crofle ypon Trinitie Sunday, being 


Tune 11, in the yeare of our 
Lord 1609. 


BY GroxGEt WEeBBE MASTER 
of Arts, and Preacher of Gods 
word at Steeple- Aſton in 
Wilſhire, 


Amos 4:12. 
Thus will F do unts thee © Jſraeh and becauſe 
F will 40 this unto thee, prepare to meet thy 
God 0 Jſracl, 


AT Lonpon, | 
Imprinted by F. X. for Williams 
Leake. 1609, | 


— 


————_—. 
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ENCE DS PD) LE 
TO THE RIGHT 
WORSHIPFVL SIR 
lauts Ley KNIGHT, 
Atturnie of his Maieſties Court 
| of Wards and Lineries : eAnd to 
the vertuous, and truly religious 
Lavn1Et his Wife, Grace 
and Peace from Chriſt 
leſus. 


ny thought or ex- 
pectantion of mine 
(Right Worſhip- 
full and my ſin- 
gular good Patrons) that ener I, 
the unworthief# of many thon- 


ands, ( in ſinceritie of heart 1 
ſpeake it) ſhould hane been called 


—y 


fri my lutle Anathoth at home, 
AH 3 {BI 


— ——— _ © EY 


i 
—_ "_ 


_ 


The Epiſi le 


: | 0 bewray my-weakeneſſe at the 


| and proffers Irefuſed,ang bow 10 


importuning letters of ſome of wc 


a we —_— —— —_ 
ts... S — hs, 
, 


 chiefe# Watchtower in the Lad: 
much leſſe- was it ener in mine 
heart (the Lord, the ſearcher of 
mens harts, knoweth a)that thu 
ſilly mize of yiine, ſo ſemphie deli. 
wered in the Pulpit, ſhould hane 
preſumed to haue come inta the 
preſſe. An hunared almeit there 
ave, that with my ſoule can wit 
| neſſe, bow much it went agaisi? 
| my heart, 10 heare of any motion 
tending thereunto, what offers 


the great diſcontentment of di- 
uers mine eſpeciall friends, Ire- 
turned home into the countrey, 
 eining them a flat dentall 10 their 
importunate reque#t, and (a to 
mee it ſcemed) unreaſonable. 
Since my comming home I haue | 


been ſet pon afreſh,by the many 


| 


= Dedicatorie. 


——— —_— = 


| could ſatisfie, in ſending to them 
the copie of theſe my rude & raw | 


of the ſame, notwithſlanding the 


—_— TT. 


(moned,'I confeſſe, moye by affe- 


for what one thinz is therein this 
poore copie, that ſhould deſerue 
to make it publike? )that 1 would 
ſatrsfie their reque#,whom no re- | 
que of mine to the contrarie 


Meduations, which otherwiſe 
they threatned to put in print in 
_ inaigetted mo _ 
ome unperfect copies which t 
had Ar a At length] 
jeelded, but ſo as they do which 
cannot chuſe, topleaſe others by 
diſpleaſing mine owne ſelfe. If 
theſe my ſimple labours may doe 
200d to any one, euen of the mea- 
neft andicaft of Gods children, I 
ſhall not bethinke the publiſhing 


wel affetted friends in the Citic | | 


Zion, then by reaſon thereunto; | 


A4 m4n- 


—— 


TheFpiſtle 


— 


manifold cenſures and diſeraces 
of captions Readers which by the 
deing hereof, 1 know before hand, 
1 ſhall expoſe my ſelfe unto. T his 


aduerſaries before it came into 
the pulpit, and therefore it can 
expedt noleſſe now it hath been in 


my face againſt enuie, detraction 
and cenſure, ſet mine eye here- 
in to Gods glorie, and not mine 
owne eſtimation. T he matter 
containedin this little Treatiſe, 
4s in my tudgement in making 
choice hereof, it did well befit the 
time, and place, and people, 10 
whom 1 was to ſpeake : So (had 
come thorow ſome skilfull work- 
mans hana')it cold net but haut 
bin exceeding profitable for all 
ſorts of people in this oar age and 
lard, toreade & meajtate wp0n. 


e Sermon wanted not many 


_ 


the preſſe : But 1 have hardened 


How- 


L OLE MELEE EAL Tl SS 


Dedicatorie. 


How;oener it ſhall be liked at the 
Readers hands, ſare I am, it was 
not much diſliked by the hearers: 
| and now here it is; ſet forthwith 
no other coat, then wherewith it 

was clothed in the pulpit ,without | 
addition or detrattion ,or altera- 
tion, but in enery circumſtance 


' | - | thereof, as neareas my pen could 
be the regiſter to my tongue. Ma- 
nie reaſons there are, ſiucethat 
theſe my abortine fruits are come | 
 throad, that moued me to deds- 
cate them wnto your Wor ſhips. 
'F irſt the ſubiett or matter it ſeife 
herein contained : 1t being a caſe, 
| of cotromerſre + matter of indge- | . 
, ment, how could it find a better 
Patrocinie, then to come forth 
 onder your protettion, who hane 
been your ſelfe both heretofore a 
ladze, yea Lord thiefe Tuſtice in 
| his Matefties Realme of Ireland,s 


Zed l Ott 


—_—_—— Py ah —_— 


i. AM. 
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The Epiſtle 


| 


[he 
j 


| of that Church, to which as Pa- 
| ſtor, my unworthie ,1 owe my 


| che ſame with this poore preſent ; 


zealous and vpricht Indze, e 
cially in the contronerſies >the 
Lord,as the Church of Ireland to 
Gods glorie,and your euerlaſting 
iſe doth teſtifie ; and now alſo 
(and that my inſtly)are 4 Indze 
in owe of Gods moſt eſpecial 
iudgement ſeats in this Land, to 
ſee that the Orphans and father- 
eſſe may not | Jaffe wrong. Se- 
condh, eeing that your Worſhip 
s lately ſeaſed with the pat onage 


(elf oF on ") ſernice,Icouldnot but 
congratulate your entrance into 


poore, 1 confeſſe, if you looke into 
the HR of it; but my hope «, 
t ſhall Y acceptance with 
w ugh in it ſelfe it be but as 
/ he widowes mite. And as for you 


(Madam)1 haze made bold like- 


wiſe 


a 


_— a vs A Th a a ac 


[ 
] 


— 


 —_—_ 


Dedicatorie. 


| 


| wiſe 10 mention your name in this 


Dedication, that 1 mightin 
ſome ſort reſlifie mine unfained 
thankfulnes for the many fauors 
which 1 hane receined at your 
hangs, and for that great encou- 
ragement which you haue giuen 
both to me and others my fellow 


brethren in our Miniſtrie heere 


in this part of our country ,by your 


preſence at our Sermons, defen- 
ding of our inſt cauſes, flirring 
vp of our Auditors, and makin 
your ſelfe and your familie a wor- 
thie paterne and example of all 
Chriſtian duties.Vnaer both your 
names(as unto you beth in man 
duties I am bound) I fend this 
little Treatiſe to fee the world. 
T he bleſiing of the: Lord go with 
it unto all thoſe that with religi- 
ous hearts ſhall reade the ſame. 
The Lord gine that ſucceſſe Fe | 


—_— NY Ie —@©n—— 
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TheEpiſtle,&c. 


t is printed, as their perſwaſion 
was it wo:eld,, who perſwaded me 
'0 hawe it printed :- ſo ſhall it be 
| double printed in their hearts, 
And the God of mercies powre 
wvpon you both the riches of his 
mercies;he make you inſlrument; 
of his zlorie heere on earth,to the 
zood of his Church, and weſſels 
of elorie to your endleſſe glo- 
rie in the kinedome of 
heauen. 


Stceple-Aſhton the 7, of 
Iake, 1609, 


Tour Worſbips in all Chriſti 


an dutics io be com- 
manded, 


George Webbe. 


——_— 


his Dottrine m theſe leaues, now | 


NN. 20 .£c 


VERSIE WITH 
England. 


HoSEA 4. 1,2, 3. 

t. Heare the Word of the Lord yee 

| childres of Iſrael; for the Lord 

| hatha controuerſie with the In- 
habitants of the Land, becanſe 
there is no Truth, nor Mercy, 
nor Knowledge of Godin the lad. 

2. By Swearing, Lying, and Kil- 
lmg, and $ tealing, and Whoring, 
they break out, and Blood touch- 
eth Blood; 

2. Therfore ſhal the I. andmourne, 


in fuall becut off, Wvuh the Beats 
of the field, and With the Fowles 
of the heanen; and alſo the Fiſhes 
of the ſea ſhall be taken ax ay, 


He thrice glorious and 
. eucr blefled Trinitie , 
5&4 (whoſe memorial this 

day the Chriitian world celebra- 

tech) 


— 


GODS CONTRO- 


and enery one that dwelleth ther- | 


Gen.1,26.27 


Ga RLCTzC 


Mos. eo ts oem ll. A. ot. Bhs 


Gods controucrſie 


| 


| 
| 


Geneſ. 3.21. 


Geneſ. 5.4. 
Geneſ.8,1, 


Geneſ.17, 17, 


Deur.7.7. 


teth) as Before the - creation of 


Man,it did prouide all thingsne. | 


ceſfaric for his ſultentation ; and 
[r the creation of him,did create 


: him after hs oWne Image,tor im1- 


tation; and After the creation of 
him, did follow him with bleſ. 
fmgs manifold, for his comfort 
_ conſolation : So likewiſe af- 
ter his tra»ſpreſſio» hee did not 
leaue him nor forſake him, but 
aſter diners manners, at ſundrie 
times gaue him diuers means for 
his inſtruction, Thus dealt hee 
with Adamand his poſteritie b-- 
forethe floud, with Noah and his 
family in the floud, with Abraham 
and his feed after the floud;whoſe 
ſeed he feleted and culled our, as 
it were, from all the nations of 
the earth vnro himſelfe, or be- 
care they were more in number the 
other people, for they Weve the few- 
et of all people; neither becaulc 
they were more mightie then 0- 


ther people, for they were bur 


Done 


Sm. 4 4 Ad23. —_— 


| 


| 


with England. 


bondflaues to the Egyprian Prin- 
ces, ſeruing them 1nbricke and 
clay : But becauſe Hee had a lowe 
vnto them, therefore made he the 


people,a kingdome of Priefts and an 
holy nation. To them he gaue his 
Lawes, with them he made the 


couenants, amongſt them he pla- 
. | ced his Arke, his Mercy-ſeat and 


Table of the Teftimonies : Hee 
dealt not ſo with any other Nation, 


of his Lawes. But they vnkind re- 
quited all this his kindnefſe with 
rcbellion,chey forgate the works of 
God,and refuſed to Walk in his com- 
mandements, they pronoked him to 
anger with thetr eowne inuentions, 
and moned him to wrath with their 
granen Images. Yet did not hee 
m—___ forſake them, bur ſent 

is Prophets early and late yvnto 
them, to ſec if by any meanes he 
might reclaime them : But ſo 
deepely were they plunged in re- 


_— 


bu chiefeft treaſure abone all peo= 


neither had the heathen knoVvledge 


| bellion, 


$$, 


lerem.7.13. 


4 — ” — a. 
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Gods controuerſie 


The ſur me 
and cobererce 
| of the w01d's, 


| 


bellion, thac they contemned his 
words, deſpiſed his Prophets, 
would not be allured by his mer 
cies; nor terrified by his threats; 
and therfore at the laſt the Lord 
was faine to take another courſe 
in hand; ſecing thathe could doe 
no good with them by his Pro. 


hers, whom as his Adwocates he 


d ſent vnto them, he takeththe 
matter into his owne hand, and 
by way of juſtice doth procceda- 
gainſt them, 

One of which kinds of his pro. 
ceeding with them in genere iu- 
diciali, is heere in liucly manner 
deſcribed in theſe words, which 
at this time (right Honorable, 
righr Worſhipfull, and beloued 
in our Lord and Sauiour {brit 
leſirs ) 1 haue read vnto you; 
wherein you may behold a Plea. 
or c6trouerſie of Almighty God 
with the men of {{rae.;vnto who, 
when for ſome long, ſpace alrca- 


dy,he had ſent his Prophet Hoſea 


with 


—_— —— 


-| it, and proueth it again them, 


re 


with England. 


with reaſonable conditions of 
peace, but they would none of 
them; to moue them to a parle, 
but they would not heare them : 
now ( when hee ſaw no other 
meanes would preuaile) he fum- 
moneth the by the ſame his Pro- 
het into his court of Iudgemer, 
entreth an eAttion, profecuteth 
and fo finally giueth iudgement 
on them, Summoneth them vnto 
his court | Heare the word of the 
Lord ye childre of Iſrael:) Emtreth 
his Action againſt them the Lord 
bath a controuerſie with the inha- 
bitants of the Land:|Proſecuteth it 
inthe ſeueral branches of it| chere 
was no truth nor mercie, nor know- 
ledge of God in the Land,But ſwea- 
ring, lying,and kulling, and ſtealing, 
and whoring :) Prometh it by their 
continuall [breaking out,and blood 
touching blood: |Gineth ſentece vp- 
on them for it : Therefore ſpall the 
Land mourne, and euery one that 


B dxelleth 


O————_—_— Ou 
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Gods contronerſ1e 


lt —_—_— 


The Dinifion. 


| dwelleth therein ſhall be cut off, with 
the beait s of the field, and with the 
fowles of the heauen, and alſo the 
fiſhes of the ſea ſhall be taken aray. 
In the words themſclues, ( as 
in all other ſuch like courſes of 
Iudgemet)three eſpecial circum- 
ſtances offer themſclues to bee 
confidered of vs, 

I eA Proceſſe or Citation. 

2 eAn Action or Declaration. 

3 Aſentenceor Codemmnation, 


The Proeceſſe or Citation is a 
Summos calling {ome vnto their 
anſwere, in theſe words; Heare: 
the word 6 fthe Lord yee chiles of| 


on containeth a Bill of Cl 
againſt thoſe, who are called yn- 


The Lord hath a weramer fr, be, &c.. 


gainſt thoſe, who heere being 
called ynto their an{were, were 
conuicted in their anſ{were, 1 

theſe 


Iſrael, The Attion or Declarati-' 


to their anſwere, in theſe words; 


| The Sentence or Condemnation, is 
the iudgement which is giuen a- | 


_—_—— 


= 


with Enzland, 
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theſe words ; T herefore ſhall the 
Land mourne,&c, 

In the firſt of theſe three, viz. 
The Proceſſe or Citation, is ſet 
downe :1 The Summons citing, 
inthe word | Heare.] 2 The Sea/e 
orauthoritie of the ſummons, by 


vertue whereof it did cite, and 
that was (the word of the Lord) 


| Heare the word of the Lord. 3 The 


people cited, and they are the Iſ- 
raelites : Heare the word of the 
Lord yee children of [ſrael. 

In the ſecond,viz. The Decla- 
ration,is propoſed : 1 A generall 
eAccuſation. 2 The particular 
Altion or Information. In the g 
neral Accuſation we may behold 
1 The Plaintif, 2 The Defendant. 
; The Plea.The Plaintif;Goa:The 


Defendant, the inhabitants of the 


Land, The Plea, A controuerſie - 


The Lord hath a contronerſie with 
the inhabitants of the Land. The 
particular Attion or Information, 
heerelaidin againſtthemis two- 


| 


OC 


fold, 


The Subditi- 
ſion, 


B 2 


—_— tt 


ee, | 


God contronuerſie 


—» DFR. - 


| 


fold. 1 An Attion of Debt :2 An 
Attion of Tresþaſſe, The Adtion 
of Debt commenced againſt the, 
is for the forfeiture of three eſpe. 
ciall Bands: 1 Of Trath, There 
was no Truth, 2 Of Mercie, There 
wasno Mercie, 3 Of Knowledge, 
There was no Knowleage of God in 


| che Land, The Attion of Treiþaſt 


put in againſt them, doth conſiſt 
of diuers branches, The 1 is an 
Attion of | Periurie] 2gainſitheir 
often, idle,and wicked ſwearing, 


The 2 of | Hyp»criſie againſt their 


{ lying, and diſſembling, The 3 of 


[ Batterie | againſt their killing, 
and injurious dealing. The 4 of 
[ Fellonie | againſt their ſtealing 
and deceiuing. The 5 of | BaWvde- 
rie]againſt their beaſtlineſle and 
whoring. The 6 of | /»ſolencie| 
apainſt their yntamed nature, e- 
uer breaking out, The 7 andlaſt, 
of | Craeltie] Their ſinnes were 


| bloodie, blood renched blood. 


In the third and laſt part, vs. 


the 


© with England. 


the Condemnation, ſentence is gi- 
uen ony Plaintifs fide,againſtthe 
Defendant,and that molt fearful: 
1, Againſtthe very ground they 
went vpon;T herfore the land ſhall 
Mourne, 2. Againſt the people 
that dwelt therein, Exery one that 
dwelleth therin ſhal be cut off. 3, A- 
oainſt the beafts they fed vpon; 


| The beaFts of the field ſhall be cut 


off. 4. Againſt the fowles abouec 
them; T he fowles of the heauen ſhal 
becut off. 5. _— the fie in 
the ſea beneath them ; eA!ſo the 
fiſhes of the ſea ſhall be taken away. 
Sothat ifnow you would take 
a generall ſuruiew of all theſe 
words together, you may behold 
a liuely deſcription of, a iudiciall 
forme of proceeding courſe of 
law, The | Comrt | wikerein this 
cauſe is pleaded, is the Comrt of 
Conſcience ; the | [nudge] God; the 
[Crier to the Court| Hoſea; the 
| Attarnies in this Court, the Pro- 


phers;]the[Witneſſes]the world and 
| 


B 3 the 


Es —_ 
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A Corvolarie, 


CC _ 


. We. £2 oF 


Gods contronerſ1e 


The Apolozie 
for thetext, 


gn COT 


the conſcience, the| Plaintif | God, 
the[ Defendant] [ſrael; Iſrael,not 
one man in particular, bur all jn 
enerall. And they are heere in- 
—__ of one, but of niany, 
and thoſe capitall tranſgreſſions, 
They are put to their Triall, the 
witneſfle is manifeſt about them, 
verdict is giuenagainft them,and 
iudgement denounced on them, 
Firlagainſ their bodies:ſecond- 
ly, againſt their land : thirdly, a- 
gain{ttheir goods and chattels, 
And this I take to be the true 
ſenſe & proper meaning of theſe 
words : A Scripture very neceſla- 
ric for theſe times,and well befit- 
ting this preſent Auditory: which 
albeit, to them whoſe wittes are 
longing after quiddities, it may 
ſeeme a text too copious:to them 
whoſe cares are liftning after no- 
ueltics, itmay ſeeme a text too 
triuiall:and to them whoſe hearts 
are hearkening after pleaſing 
things, it may ſceme a text too 
plaine, 


———.. ——_—_——_—. —_— —_— 


— 
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plain;yetI doubt nor, but to thoſe 
which come with willing minds 
tolearne, it will proue very pro- 
firable ; neither, I hope,ſhall this 
ſceme preiudicious to my preſent 
purpoſe, that theſe ſame words 
haue been often taught, perad- 
uenture vnto your eares,and by a 
zealous and learned Divine of 
this Citie, together with the 
whole firlt part of this Propheſie, 
penned ynto your hands : Seeing 
that (as Origen ſpeaketh) the 
Scripture hath this pciuiledge a- 
boue all other writings, that it is 
profunditas immenſurabilts, a bot- 
tomleſſe gulfe, and vnexhauited 
treaſure. For howſocuer other ri- 
vers by often drawing from the, 
may be drawen drie: other bread 
by often cutting may haue none 
left : other oz/e by much powring 
may bee porred all out : other 
wize being drawen out often,may 
degenerate into /ees : yet this Rt- 
er of life, the word of God, is like 
B 4 the 


lobn Downams | 
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loh,6.31. 


Martth. 14. 19. 


2.Kinge4.4- 


| 
| lohn 2.10. 


Hiern. in pro- 
log. ad Galca- 
lum. 


Exod. 33. 


it floweth, the more it abound...» : 
This Bread of life, is like to thoſe 
fine loaues and two fiſhes, Matth, 
14. 19. the more whereof was 
broken,the more fragments ſtill re. 
mained : This Oyle of grace is like 
the Shunamires oyle,2.King. 4.the 
more it waspowred out,the more 
it encreaſed: This Vine of the Spi- 
rit, is like that wine at Cana in 
Galile,which(witnes the «exe. 
'&, or maſter of y fea(t)did reliſh 
better at thelaſt then at the firſt, 
Heere isa Riuer, whercin (as an 
ancient Father faith) the great E- 
lephant may ſwimme, yaus 2 fiſhes 
may play, and the lambe may wade. 
And (as lerome in his Prologue 
ad Galeatum doth profeſle) [n hac 
domo Dei offert quilibet quod po- 
teft, In the building of the fpiri- 
tual houſe of God,Ex:ry one bring- 
eth that which he ts able: ſome bring 
gold, ſome ſilner, ſome precious 
ſtones, ſome pearle, ſome blew ſilke, 


the great Ocean, which the more 


ſome | 


©, 
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ifwe bring but blew ſilks or badgers 
chins. I ftand not here like a ſmoo- 
thing Rhetoricia,to apologiſe for 
my ſelte: I haue not thruſt my 
ſelfe hither into this place, nei- 
ther am I hither come to preach 
my ſelfe, heere in this place : the 


cauſe I haue in hand is Gods; and 


. | therefore you (right Honorable) 


whom God hath youchſafed his 
own name vnto here vpon earth, 
with reuerence attend it: It is a 
caſe ofiudgement, and therefore 
you (moſt worthie Iudges) may 
lien to it:It is a Conrroxer/ie.and 
therefore you(moſt skilfull Law- 
yers)may take notice of it:It con- 
taineth matter euen of ciuill du- 


may fitly learne it : Itis —_ 


| all the inhabitants of the Land, 


and therefore all both high and 
low, rich and poore, both of = 
and coiitry,hearken vnto it;for ſo 


in 


ſome perple : It is well for our part, | 


ties, and therefore (ye Citizens) | 


the Prophet Hoſea, y Lords crier 


Pſlalm.82.6, 


a 


| 
1 


| 
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Gods contronerſie 


The Summon 
unto this 
Comrt. 


Tho diners 
eriers an Gods 
aimers Couils, 


— 


in this his Court Iudiciall, in the 
forefr6r of y text doth proclaime 
it, Heare the word of the Lord, 
Heare the word of the Lord, 
A* vpright Iudges in their 
courts of iudgement,do not 
proceed to ſentence before ſuch 
time as by their writs they hauc 
cited, or by their Clerkes fum- 
moned the parties, in whole cauſe 
they iudge, to come into their 
Court, to heare what can be ſaid 
avain{t them, and what they can 
an{\ivere for themſclues : So the 
Iudge of Iudges, the ſupreame 
ludge of Heazenand carth,in his 
iudgements with the ſonnes of 
men, doth not at any time giue 
ſentence definitiue forth againſt 
them, before by his writs he hath 
cited them, & by his criers ſum- 
moned them to come into his 
courts,to plead their caufe betore 
him, According to Gods diuers 
courts, he hath his diuers cricrs. 
The Lord hath his court of | Com- 


men 


at 


mad England. 


mon pleas | and there eAl! his 
Creatures are his Criers : he hath 
his Court of | Keqzests] and there 
his Mercies are his Criers: hee 
hath his court of | Kings Bench | 
and there his Iudgements are his 
Criers : hee hath his court of 
[Wards|and there his Fauours are 
his Criers : hee hath his court of 
[ {hawncerie | and there his Pro- 
phets are his Criers : hee hath his 
oreat Court of | Star- Chamber | 
his Tribunall ſcat of doome, and 
there an Azgell pall be his Crier, 

witnes that, Matth. 24. 31. Hee 
ſhall ſend "ry Angels With a preat 
ſound of a trumpet, and they ſhall 
gather together his Elett from the 
foure Winds, and from the oneend 
of Heauen to the other. By his 
Creatures, he calleth vpon vs for 
to know him 1 : by his Mercies hee 
warneth vs to loue him : by his 
Fauours he encourageth vs to de- 
pend vpon him:by his Iudgemets 
hectieth-vnto ys to feare him: by 


his 


Math. 24-31, 


Gt. 


So 
Gods controuerſie | 


| 


*| out all the world, axd there is no 


not ſerue, he ſendeth foorth the 


Execution againſt them, 


his Miniſters he calleth on vs to 
heare him:by the voice of an A. 
gellhe will ſummon ys one day to 
appeare before him, to receiue 
our reward from him. By the cric 
of his creatures, he {peaketh vnto 
al, for their ſound is gone through- 


ſpeech nor language Where their 
voice #5 not heard.Burt becauſe this 
crie of the creatures can do ſolit- 
tle good with many, who whey 
they know God,hane no care to rl;- 
rifie him as God; therefore God 
in the nexc place ſendeth out his 
letters of extreatie,to allure them 
by the ctie of mercie : and when 
this will not ſerue, he ſendeth his 
Miniſters with S#b-pe»as, for to 
ſummon them; and if that will 


Attachments of his —_— 
to apprehend them : and if none 
of theſe wil ſerue to winne them, 


then commeth forth a dreadſull 
He 


—_—____l —_ es —— 


ou 


=. a. ©. i MM © 


mr — 


with Enzland. 


He doth not preſently bend 
his bow, not preſently whert his 
ſword, not preſently pronounce 
ſenrence, when ſinners do offend 
him: but firſt commeth downe,to 
ſee Wherher they bane done altoge- 
they according to that cri, that ts 
rome vp unto him; and if not, that 
h- v:ay bnow., And whe he findeth 
ir t20 too manifeſt, he doth not 
preſently ſhew martiall law forth 
ypon them, without any further 
triall of them, but by the often 
ſummons of his 5+ Andy hee 
citeth them to his court to make 
anſwerefor theſelues,vhy iudge- 
met ſhould not paſſe vpon them. 
And although at the firſt they 
make defaultin their appearance, 
he doth not preſently ſend forth 
a Corpus capias to attatch them : 
but ſummoneth them againe, or 
whatfoeuer Proctors or Attur- 
nies would ftand out for them, 
witnes that of Michah, chap 6.2, 
Heare yee mountaines the Lords 


quarrell, » | 


Dott. 


Geneſ.,15.21, 


Michah 6.2, 


! 


——_— 
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Reaſon. 


lohn 7.51. 


Send, 


quarrell, and yee mightic foundati- 
ons of the earth; for the Lord hath 
a quarrell againit bs people, he will 
plead with Iſrael, 

And the reaſon of this his dea- 
ling with the ſonnes of men, is 
his well approuing of that law of 
nature,and thoſe judiciall courſes 
of proceeding, which Nicodemu 
a Counſeller amongſt the ewes, 
ſo much, and that ſo juſtly too, 
did ſtand ypon, Ioh. 7.51. Doth 
eur law condemne a man, before it 
heare him, and know what he hath 
done ? ASif it had been to iudge- 
ment preiudiciall,toiudge of any 
without a triall ; for (as an hea- 
then man could ſay) Qz:parte/ta- 
tuit aliquid inaudita altera, equum 
licet ſtatuerit, ipſe ininftus fuerit: 
He which gineth ſentence, one par- 
tres tale being toldwithout bearing 
of the other, though the matter bee 
inſt which hee doth decree, yet the 

decree it ſelf ſo raſhly made, cannot 
be but vniu#t, Which thing, ſce- 


ing 


—C 


— — — —_ 


with England. 


ing by the inſtinct of nature, me, 
ifrhey be not —_—_— void of 
nature, haue an eſpeciall care to 
obſerue ; the Lord our God, who 
is the GOD of nature, by no 
meanes would peruerrt the courſe 
of nature, Farre be it (faith Abra- 
ham ) from him the doing of this 
mips to ſlay the righteous with the 


| wicked ; ſhall not the Indge of all the 


World do right? Yea our God can- 
not but do right, for Sunmum is 
with him, which with mT is Swm- 
ma inizria, is but right with him: 
hee might (and who could ſtop 
him?) vie Martiall law againſt vs, 
ſo ſoone as wee offend him : hee 
might(and who might once con- 
troule him?)like Draco, write his 
hislawes in blood vponvs finfull 
wretches, ſo ſoone as wee dil- 
pleaſe him : he might (and who 
could the auoid him?) come with 
an Oxtlawrie foorth againſt vs, 
whiles the finne is in our hearts, 
as hee did to Nebuchadnet zar 
whiles 


Genel. 18, 25, 


Dan.q.28 . 
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Gods contronerſie 


Geneſ.6, 
Geneſl.18, 


Ve 1. 


Exod. 347+ 


The Lord,ſtrong merciful and gra- 


whilesy word was in his mouth; 
yet (O the tender mercie of him 
the God of e Mercie! ) He neuer 
ſpoilech before he ſpareth, never 
ſmiteth before he citeth, neuer 
condemneth before he heareth, 
that men might be without ex- 
cuſe, and none might renue this 
plea vpon 2 writ of falſe impri- 
ſonment. Thus dealt he with the 
old world, thus with Sodom and 
Gomorrha,thus with the children 
of Iſrael heere inthis place, and 
thus with euerie one of vs from 
time to time. 

Which as it may ſerue for our 
vie to make vs admire the rich 
mercies of our great God, whole 
chiefeſt title may well be Pater 
miſericordiarum,A Father of mer- 
cies, whoſe Princely Scatchion is 
mercy and righteonſnes hiſſing each 
other,and whoſe Herald doth wel 
ptoclaime before his face, Dowi- 
nus, Dor:mu, forts, miſericor:, 


ee... 


—_ _Jt0%4, | 


_————_—— 


— 


| 


— | 
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"tiows, ſlow to anger, abundant in 


goodnes & truth. So likewiſe may 
itbe a ſpurrevnto ys, vypon the 
due confideration of his, ſo great 
a patience to pricke vs forward 
ynto repentance, that by the crie 
ofhis creatures, which continual- 
liewe do behold, we would bee 
brought to acknowledge him : 
by the crie of his mercies, wee 


| would be induced to louc him: 
.| by the crie of his iudgements,we 


would be moued to feare him:by 


| | the crie of his nga, wee 


would be brought to heare him 
reverently, leſt his crying wrath 
breake out againſt ys outragiouſ- 
ly;whiles God calleth ypon vs by 
his Prophets, let vs hcare him : 
whiles by the crie of his Mini- 
ſters we be called to repentance, 
letys hearken vnto the; for their 
meſſage is not their own, butthe 

Lords: Ir is his goodnes to ſend 
them, in his name they come vn- 
toys;theſeale and authoritie of 


C their | 


Cs 


| 22 | Gods controuerſie | 


| { their crying is, Heare the word of | 


| the Lord. 
The Word of the Lord. 
The/eale or 0u- Hen Rabſhekah that rai. 
thoritie of the ling Herald of the King | F 
_—_ Jum | of «Afour, was proclaiming his| 


Kino. 18.19, | defiance againſt /er»ſalem, in the 
—— daies of the good King Hezehiah 
g King of Indah, he reckoned this| 
as good as cannon-ſhot to race| |} 
downe all their walles, that in fo 
big words he ſpake vnto them, 
Heare the words of the great King, 
enen the King of eAſhur. But this 
Herald of the Lord of Hoſts, 
Hoſea-the Crier heere vnto the 
Court of. heauen, commeth with 
an higher note, and more full of | 
power: Heare the word of the Lord. 
The Word not of a King, or agreat 
King only but the word of him that | 
#s King oner the greateſt King, Rex | 
Regum, & Dominus Dominanti- | 
um, King of Kings, and Lord of | | 
Lords. This was the ſcale of his 


| proceſle: | 


Raf % 2; 


— — 
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 nroceſlle : this was the authoritie 


of his Summss, he called not vp- 
on them in his owne name, bur in 
the name of the great /ehoza; the 
words were not his owne, but the 
words of the- Lord : Heare the 
word of the Lord. 

And yet theſe words were not 
ſpoken to them immediately by 


. | the Lord;but by the miniſterie of 


his Prophet:God came not downe 


* | to them, to ſpeake with his owne 


mouth ynto the, as he did ſome- 
times to their fathers vpo mount 
Smai, for they were not able to en- 
dure ſuch kind of ſpeaking, but they 
that heard excuſed themfelues,that 
it ſhonld not be ſpoken vnto the any 
more, but ſaid to Moſes, taſhe thou 
With vs, and we will heare, but let 
nt God talke withwvs, lefF wee dre. 
But God ſpake vnto them by his 
Prophet, -a-man of ns 
andlike themſclues, and yer the 


words here ſpokgn,are not calle 
the words ofal-Propher WS 


Bf did 


— 


God ſbeaketh 

not :mmediatly 
by bimſcife, but 
by his Prophet. 


Exod.20. 
Hcbr. 12.19, 


Exod. 20.1 9. 


| OS 
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God controgerſie 


| Dotkt. 
The voice of 
Gods Mini» 
ſters in the 
preaching of 
the word, 3s 
Gods owne 
Voice. 


4 ——0>- - ———— _ 


2.Pcr.1.20, 


did ſpeake them, bur the word of 
the Lord, which did dire& the 
Prophetin the ſpeaking of them, 
To teach vs,that the words of the 
Prophets are Gods meſſage, the 
preaching of the Word is Gods 
embaſlage,the voice of Gods Mi. 
niſters in the deliuerie of the 
word of God,isto be reuerenced 
and receiued, not as the words of 
2 mortall man, but as the words 
of the euerliuing God. The Pro- 
phetsin old time ſpake not vpon 
The idVas inwower, ypon any priuate 
motion, but as they were inſpi- 
red from aboue : neither doe the 
Miniſters ofthe word (ſo long as 
they preach the word aright) 
ſpeake Tis idas rw/orer, of their 
owne private motion,bur it is the 
Sperit Which fpeaketh in them : Hee 
which heareth them, heareth mee, 
ſaith Chriſt our Sauiour, axd hee 
that deffiſeth them, defÞiſeth me. 


And againe, for the more terror | 
of deſpiſers, and authoritie ofhis | 


—_— — 


Miniſters, | 


with England. 


Minitters, hee telleth them thus : 
Whoſoener will not receine you, nor 
| heare your Words, ſhake off the du5t 
of your feete agmit ſuch a one, and 
it ſhall be a Wwitnes againit him, 
| | And yet, good Lord, Who will 
| | beleene our report ! who regardeth 
' | ourmeſſage ! eucry politique A- 

 chitophel (Fall be regarded when 
[he ſfpeaketh, and hisword rec- 
koned as Oracles : cuery ſcenicall 
"| Orpheus ſhall bee flocked vnto, 
and bee ableto draw ftones and 
towers after him,whe he aGteth : 
everic gay apparelled Herod, 
though he haue nothing in him 
but the outſide of greatneſle,ſhal 
be applauded when he ſpeaketh, 
| [and his words mult be the voice 
of God,and not of man: but Eſay 
may lift vp his voice like a trum- 
pet, who will heare him? Let Da- 
«id play vpon his neuer ſo. well 
| |runed Cymbals, who regardeth 
him? Let Pax! rapt vp into the 
third heauen,preach Chriſt Ieſus, 


C 3 who 


Matth, 10+14, 


Vhe. 
Elay F 3 I, 
The lament 
ble contempt 
both of the 


wordpreached, | 


and of the 
P reacher, 
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Gods contronerſie 


1,Cor.4-13. 


Nehew: 4.1, 
3. Sam. 6, 


2.54m.10, 


Numb. 16. 


Euſeb. in Ec- 
cleſrail, bift, 


| whoreuerenceth him. The word 
of God is a reproch vnto men, 
they haue no delight in it, And 
this want of delight in the me{. 
ſage, maketh the Meſſengersto 
be deſpiſed. Arenot Gods Criers 
reckoned, but as {aſſandracs pro. 
pheſies ; his Embaſſadors worſe 
then /«/tinians Orators,no better 
then the very filth and of-ſco\vring 
of all things vnto this day. Every 
curſed Tobiah, and Samballat is 
enuying at our fſpirituall buil. 
dings, cuery ſcofhng Aficho! raa- 
ker aicſt of ourpreachings,cue- 
rie ſacrilegious Ammonite is clip- 
ping of our garments, euery pre- 
ſumptuous Coarahand Abiram is 


carping atour preterments, Ir is 
reported in Ecclefiaſticall hiſto- | 


tine that worthie patrone of the 


with temporall patrimonies and 
rcuenues, a voice was heard from 


heauen, 


_—_— 


ries,that at whattime as Con/tar-| 


Church, had inueſted the poore| 
diftrefled Miniſters of þ Church, 


| 


 |remedie for that, and haue giuen | 


all this poiſon, which hath ncuer 


| /mpropriattons; and after him the 


ill fauoured, hungrie nunſcions, 
and made like the diſcent of Ne- 


with England. 


heauen, crying thus : Hodie vene- 
num cecidet mr Eccle/iam, T his day 
is poiſon fallen into the (hurch. | 
How true this voice was,or whe- | 
ther there were any ſuch voice or | 
no, I (tand not heere to make in- ! 
quirie: theefte indeed.in many, | 
approued it to be too true, Bur y | 
men of thisour age haue found a 


vs Treacle enough to purge'out 


ccaſed,vntill it hath extracted al- 
molt bowels and all : what the 
Palmer worme m—_ with his 


Graſhopper Atheiſt, with his 
Preſcriptions ; and after him the 
Canker-worme patrone with his 
Reſernations ;, and laſt of all the 
Caterpiller cormorant with his il- 
luſfions ; the patrimonie 'of the | 
Church like Pharaohs goodlie 
kine,hath bin deuvured by leane, 


C4 buchad: 


loel. 1.3: 


Gencſ. 41.27, 
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Gods contronerſie 


The people 
ſummoned to 
beare. 


Geneſ,z2.28, 


_———. 


buchadnez.2ars image,from Gold 
to Siluer, from Siluer,Brafſe,from 
Brafle Iron, and from Iron Clay, 
Hence is it that the word of the 
Lord is no more regarded, be. 
cauſe the Meſſengers thereof are 
ſo much-contemned. But heere 1 
thinke filenceto be the beſt com- 
plaint, where the only-remedie 
muſt be patience. And ſo Icome 
to the partics here cited,to heare 
the word of the Lord: and they 
are the l{raclites : Heave the word 
of the Lord yee children of Iſrael, 


Yee chilaren of Iſrael. 
Y the Children of Iſrael heere 


are meant inclufmely, all that 
poſterity that came of /acob,who 
for his wreſtling with God, as 
may appeare, Genel.3 2. hadthe 
name of Iſrael giuen vnto him: 
but more ec reſly the ten Tribes, 
which reuolted 'in the daies of 
Rehoboam from the regiment of 
[dea, who more properlic and 


B 


peculiarly! 
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- | cution; he doth nor ſay, Heare ye 


{ purpoſe herein being, by putting 


peculiarly in the Scriptures, are | 
called by the name of /ſraclires. 
To theſe more eſpecially was our 
Prophet ſent, and to theſe prin- 
cpally doth he hecre dire} his 
ſpeech. 

And theſe hetdoth not heere 
call ypon by their eAppellztize 


»ames, but by way of circumlo- 


Renbenites,Gadites,&c,according 
to their proper Tribes:neither in 
generall doth he cite them in the 
Concrete, Audite |ſraclite, Heare 
jee [ſraelites;but in the Abitract, 
Audite fily Iſraelss, Heare ye chil- 
dren of lſrael, His maine drift and 


them in mind of their pedigree, 
to put them in mind likewiſe of 
their predeceſſors pietic, and ſo 
to make them. aſhamed of their 
owne apoſtaſie, who were {o far 
degenerated from thoſe rel; gi- 
ous men, of whom they were de- 


{cended:as if he ſhould haue ſaid, 


Remember 
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Why the Pro. 
pbet calletb 
this people by 
the name of 
thetr religious 
ſoreſatbers. 
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Gods controuerſie 


DoF, 

The examples 
of holy and rel:. 
gious Predece/- 
ſors ought to be 
imitated. 


Ariftot, Ethic, 


—— 


mber your ſelues, you are the 

po#teritie of lacob that pleaſed God; 
you are deſcended lmeally from the 
holy Patriachs, you are the ſeed of 
the faithfull, which God did ſcleit 
onto himſelfe aboue all other nati- 
ons of the earth ; unto you were the 
Conenants giuen, and the Law and 
the promiſes. G od bath not dealt lo 
with other nations, as he hath done 
with you, and therefore you avone 
all orher people,O yee e children of I 
racl,heare the word of the Lord. 

Giuing vs thereby to vnder- 
ſtand what 2 good thing ivwiz is, 
tobe borne of godly and relig:- 
ousparents : Dys naſct (faith eA- 
rittotle ) preclarum et, It is ancx. 


cellent thing to be borne of great or | 
noble men, But much more truly 
may we ſay, Phys naſcipreclarum. | 
ett, It ts an excellent thing to be 
borne of godly men : for albeit, Pie- 
tas non eft 4 natura, G odlineſſ or 
good nurture commeth not from our 
now corrupted nature ; neither do 
parents 


_— 


parents transfuſe with their ſeed, 
rhcir vertues into the ſubſtance 
of their children ; yet the parents 
pictie isa glaſle for the childrens 
eye, 2 ſpurre to their feet, a copie 
to their hand, 

Hence it is that the Lord him- 
ſelfe, Ifay 51.1, ſeadeth theſe If. 
raclites to the. imitation of their 
religious predeceflors : FHeare yee 
that follow after righteonſncs and 
ſerhe the Lord: Look wnte the rocke 
from whence ye are hewen,and ts the 
hole of the pit from whence yee were 
digged : (onſider Abraham your 
father,and Sara that bare you. And 
inthe 35.of /creme,he commen- 
deth the imitation of the Recha- 
bites, and their treading in their 
fathers ſteps, promiting them, that 
leeing they themſclues were fo 
good patrifing children, they 
ſhould never want children, and 
thoſe good children tov: /onadab 
the ſonne of Rechab ſhall not want 


a man to ſtand before me for ener. 
And 
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lerem.6.16, 


Z&neid, lib.3, 


Tuuenal., 


And by the ſame Prophet inano. 
ther place, hee ſendeth vs toen- 
quire after the old ways and left 
wee ſhould accept of eucry 0/4 
Way,he ſendeth vs to the O/d good 
Way : thereby ſhewing, that not 
euery old Way is to be followed, 
but the o/d good Way, and that fo 
much the rather, becaule it is the 
Old Way. 

A good caueat to keepe vs 
within compaſle in our imitati- 
on, who howſoeuer in their ver- 
tues we follow our predeceſſors, 
like eAſcarins, Pone ſequent no 
paſſibus equis, Limping and hal- 
ting,and lingering ; yetſo prone 
1s our. corrupt nature to imitate 
their infirmities,that Fugrendepe 
trum veitigia dscunt, monitra- 
ta din wveterts trahit orbits culpe, 
their crooked by-paths wee are 
quickly prone to follow, and to 
treade the plaine worne-path of 
their defect, Such imitators were 
there in the Court of eAlexander 


— 


the 


—_ 
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the great, who becauſe :Alexan-| Plutarch, in 
der went in his going ſomewhat | #4 Atexand, 4 
forward, would needs imitate il 
him in his Roopings, but cared 4 
not for imitating his valour, And 1 
ſuch at this day is the practiſe of | pf 
the Papiſts, who in their mouths |  _ | 4 
continually haue, The Farhers,the| T*Papifts 1, 
Fathers, and would ſeeme to bee | ** © 
Imitators of the, but it isonly in | 
their toopings, As for the good 
* | things inthem, when they and 
vpright, and do diretly make a- | 
gainſt them,cither with their /x- 
dex Expurgatorus, - outrace 
them,or in their praCtiſe wil take | 
no notice of them, Such likewiſe | 
is the imitation of many yong 
Gentlemen now adaies, who | 
imitate their parcts in their ſtoo- 
pings only, cleauing to their vi- 
cesas by inhcritance,and _ 
their vertues as impertinent.Such | The ordinarie 
kind of Imitators the Scripture | imication of 
calleth a» adulterons brood, and —_ Gene | 
witches children, and euery where | — 
it 
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Gods contronerſie 


. _ 


The do; ting of 


the faſbion, 


[ſay 2, 6, 


Eccleſ, 45. 


— 


it obieCteth their parents vertues 
to their ſhame. 

And yet alas, if we looke vnto 
theſe our times, where is religi- 
ous imitation? in ſtead of imita- 
ting. the religious footſteps of 
our forefathers, we are fl! of the 
Eaiterne manners,and lhe the Phi. 
liftims:our imitatio is for firange 
faſhions, our Frexch,our Twrki(h, 
our Spaniſh.our talionated imita- 
tions,Be aſhamed of this,O Eng- 
land; and thou which ſertett the 
abroach at the firſt hand, this city 
London, Do other nations proue 
ſoapiſh? Arc other countries fo 
idle and Camelion-like in their 
imitations? If thou wilt needs 
rurne Imitator,O let thine imita- 
tion be in another kind.Conhider 
the famous menat the beginning 
of the preaching of the Goſpcll, 
and the fathers of whom we were 
begotten, The Lord hath gotten 
great glory by them : They were me- 
morable in their generations , jo" 

wel 


_a_— 


with kneland. 


well reported of m their ſeaſons. 
They hane left a name behinde 
them, and their praiſe ſhall newer be 
forgotten, Where is now their 
Ry where their integritie? 
where their hoſpitalitie ? where 
their liberalitie : O theſe bee 
matters fit for imitation : follow 
them, 

This is that which the Papilſt 
calt in our teeth,and wherewith- 
all the curſed Bandogs of the 


whoſe railing mouthes (if any 
offa might ſuffice their Cerberus 
lawes) many worthies of our age 
have w 'orthi] y ſought to ſtop, by 

their tmitating , yea excceding 
the worthy paterns of former 
times, in erection of Libraries, 
foundation of Hoſpitals , aug- 
mentation of Schooles, in coun- 
tenancing & encouraging prea- 
ching LeQures (wherein this fa- 
raou3 and renowned Citie,to the 
cuctlaſting praiſc of it is renow- 
| ned 


whore of Babel doe vpbraide vs; 


Sir Thomas 
Bodlte, 

Mr, Billct. 
DK Vingift, 
TheCounteſſe 


of Shrewesbury, 


B. Ailmer. 
M*, Ruſſel. 


The many Hoſ- 


pitals about 
Loudow. 
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Numb.z y. 1t. 


Luke 7.5. 


| 1,5am,2 F. 18, 


2.King.s.1, 


[ud;;.3-9. 


ned ouer all the world: yet for the 
more ſtopping of the mouth of 
the ſcandalizing enemie, for the 
more ample Fain foorth of 
Gods glorie, and for the more 
incouragement of the ſucceeding 
poſteritie, let me dehre you, that 
you would more & more aboid. 
O let ſome zcalous Phwees ſtand 
vp amongſt our Princes in this 
lukewarme age,to cruſhthe head | 
of euery where aſpiring finne. Let 
ſome good Centarion among 
our Nobles, ſtand vp and fhew 
his loue vnto our Nation, I will 
notfay in building, but in well 
prouiding for tho Synagogues 
which are already built. Let ſome 
good Abigail amongſt you (La- 
dies) out of your ſtore and plen- 
tic, prouide ſome preſents of par- 
ched corne, or few raiſins, for the 
little Daxids that fight the bat- 
tels ofthe Lord. Let ſome good 
Eliþa among(t you (Biſhops ) 
come forth and take pitic ypon 


the! 
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the children of the Prophets, and 
ſeeing the place is too litle for 
thegreat encreafing ſeed-plot of 
| the Church to liue in, go to /or- 
dan, and take thence a beame 
to enlarge the place of their 
habitation, Let ſome good Orh. 
zielamongſt you (Iudges) driuc 
out the { ananites that are ſuch 
prickesand goads vnto our hdes, 


Let ſome good El: amogſt you 


Gods cauſe againſt them that 
plead for Baal. Let ſome good 
Zacheus amongſt you ( Alder- 
men) I will not fay impart with 
halfe, but with a part of his 
goods ynto the poore, Let ſome 
g00d Shnnamite among (t the 
| Commons of this ſo opulent and 
; populousa citic come forth, and 
; tothat little chamber, and bed, 
'and table and ſtooles, which at 
| the charge of the Citie hath been 
lo wiſely and prouidently of late 
prepared, for the mc of God that 


— 


1.King.r8.21, 


A very fit and 
councnient 
chamber,oith 
lodging conue- 
nient prouided 
at the cot of 
the Citte, for 
thoſe that come 


to preach at 
the Croſſe, but 
as yet no diet, 


2. King, 4.9» 
10,I1, 
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Gods contronerſie 


propoſition, 


Part 3, 
The general 


x.Circumſiace. 


are ſent vnto you, make an addi. 
tion of a little diet, as well as 
quiet, and allot alſo a _ of 
temporall food ro thoſe,which 
farre are fet to breake the food of 
life vnto them.O let eucry one of 
vs approue our ſelues good-imi. 
tatours of theſe godlie deeds, 
which wee ſee others haue chal. 
ked out before vs. And let this 
ſuffice to bee ſpoken of thefirſt 
part, V/z. of the citation : come! 
we now tothe ſecond, viz, The 
Declaration; The Lordhath a con- 
tronerſie Wnth the inhabitants of | 
the Land, 'F 


The Lord hath a contronerſic, 
| 8.45 is the generall Propo-! 


ſition, containing in it the| 
Declaration in this Court Judici-| 
all, wherein notice is giuen of a} 
Suit in Law, wherein, the Plain- | 
tif is the Lord, & the Defendants! 
the inhabitants of the Land, euen | 
all the inhabitants of the flou- 


riſhing 
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riſhing Land of 1ſrae/. 

And heere to begin with the 
Plaintif, we may behold a ſukici- 
ent cooling card to daunt the 
courage, and cur offall hope frs 
the Defendant : for if it had been 
one Ifraclite that had the ſuit a- 
gainſt another, the matter had 
not been great,and peraduenture 
there might haue been an equall 
match : if it had been betweene 
the Aſſyrians and the Iſraelites, 
though they were their {worne 
enemies, yet the fortune of the 
day might ſhine on them, as well 
a5 on the other. If it had been be= 
tweene a meane man, and one of, 
their chiefeſt Nobles, if between 
their pooreſt begger and a King, 
though great cauſe there were of 
feare, yet ſome hope, becauſe 
ſome interceſſi6 might be made. 
But in this caſe is no hope of 
help, no ſhadow of any comfort, 
heere is the Creator againſt the 
creature, Hee that ts high and ex- 


D 2 cellent 


| 


God the plain- 


tf beere, how 
vnequall a 
match for the 


| defendant, 
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God contronerſie 


He comet be 
ficd from . 


Amos 9.213, 


Noplace can 
bide frem him, 


LS 


relient agamit him that ts bur aus} 
and aſhes, Almightie God againſt 
poore Iſrael:and who then(think 
you) is moſt likely to be pur vato 
the worſt? 

There is no way to eſcape him, 
for he hath his many Purſcuants, 
the Sword, the Famine, and the 
Peſhtlence, yea Death ir ſelfe to 
bring his Aduerſaries in. There is 
no place to hide from him, for 
though they dig downe to hell (faith 
the Lord) thence ſhall mine hand 
take them ; thngh they clime wp to 
the heanen, thence will I bring them 
dewne ; though they hide themſclues 
in the top of Carmel, I will ſearch 
them,and tahe them out thence;and 
though they be hid from my ſight in 
the = of the ſea, thence will l 
command the Serpent, and he ſhall 
bite them, There is no way to flic 
from him, for, Whither ſhall 1 go 
(faich Dazid) from thy Spirit, or 
whither ſhal I flie from thy preſence? 
If 1 aſcend vp into heanen,thou art 

there, 


Gl 


with Enzland. 


there, if 1 lie downe in hell, thou art 
there ; let mee take the wings of the 
morning and flie into the vttermo#t 
part of the ſea,yet thither ſhal thine 
hand lead mee, and thy right hand 
hold me : if 1 ſay, the darkenes ſhall 
hide me,euen the night ſhall be light 
about me, yea the darkeneſſe hideth 


not from thee, but the night ſhineth 


. | as the day, and the darkeneſſe and 


light are both al:ke. There is no 
Atturnie heere to plead for one, 
or Vmpire to decide the cauſc 
berwecne them:for,(as one ſaith) 
[dem Index, idem accuſator, The 


6 ſame is the Indge, the ſame the 


Plaintif,, the ſame the Accuſer, 
Old Ely could tel thus much vnto 
tis ſonnes, 1, Sam. 2.25, 1f one 
man ſin againSt another, the Indge 
all indge it but if a man ſin againſt 
the Lord, who ſnall plead him ? 
There can no Bribe heere peruert 
the courſe of judgement, for the 
ludge himſelfe is a God of pure 


exes, one that will not ſurely cleare 


EIT 
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Pal, I 3 9.7.8 9 


No Atturnie 
can plead a> 
1434nft hin. 


No wmpire 
can take v2 the 
| mattcr be- 
lwetcthem, 


I .Sam, 2,2 Fo | 


No bribe can 
blind him, 
Nahum Is JZ . 
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Gods contronerſie 


No ſuperſedeas 
to lay bim, 


Terem.1$5. Is 
Dan,6.15. 


D oft ” 

A feareſull 
thing to baue 
God our ad- 
werſarie. 
Hebr,10.31, 


| proceeding : for though Moe; 


EE ,. 


the innoett, nor take reward. There 
is no Swperſedeas to bee granted 
out of this Court, for ſtoppage of 


and Samnel ſtood before mee ((aith 
the Lord) yet cannot mine aff. 
fon bee toward this people, cait 
them out of my ſight, let them de. 
part. The ſentence of this Court 
is like the decree of the Medes 
and Perſians which cannot be al- 
tered, 

So then, heere wee ſee whata 
fearefull thing it is to haue the 
Lord to bee our Aducrſarie, to 
haue him to plcad againſt ys: 
Horrendum eff mcidere in manu 
Dei winentts, It is an horrible 
thing to fall into the hands of the 
48 God, Ir is a fearcfull 
thing to dw a mightic man to 
be our aduerſarie : it is a fearcful| 
thing to fall into the hands of a 
man' of power : but to fall into 
Gods hands, who is omnipotent, 
and can cruſh ys in pieces like a 

potters 
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porters veſlell, it mult needs bee 
much more terrible. Des noiter 
igns conſumens, Our © od 15 4 COn- 
ſuming fire, Fire is a deuouring 
aud mercilefle element ; if it be 
before vs, nothing more com- 
fortable ; if vpon vs, nothing 
more conſuming : nothing more 
blunt then iron of ir ſelfe; if it 


haue an edge put to it; nothing 


more ſharpe : nothing more cold 


thenlead of its owne nature if it 
bee melted, nothing more ſcal- 
ding : Nothing more mercifull | 
then God in himſelfe; if hee bee 
prouoked, nothing more feare- 
full, 

O then what great folly will it 
be in vs,to make God our aduer- 
farie, and like the Giants of the 
old world, %axin, to fight as it 
were againſt the King of heauen, 
to ſtand at Raues end with himin 
controuerſie 2 What madnes will 
itbefor vs, with Nimrod and his 
preſumptuous followers, to raiſc 
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Hebr.12.29, 


Fe. 
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lib.1, 
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Gain,11.4.y. 


Eccleſ.6.19, 


Gen, 18.27, 


Pſalm, 


as 


Mar,y.25,26, 


vp a Pelron,and C/z of our fines, 
a tower of hatefull enormities, 
whoſe top may reach to heauen, 
when inthe end, it will proue the 
Babel of our confuhions : There z; 
ao ſtrining (\aith the Wiſeman) 
with one that ts ſtronger then our 
/elaes.It is our wildome therefore 
to ſue vnto him with eAbraham, 
in forma Pauperis, O Lord 1 am 
but dnt and aſhes : with Dazid to 
ſuc outapardon, if :hor,O Lord, 
ſhouldeFt bee extreame to warhe 
what ts done amiſſe, rho ſhould bee 
able to abide it? And to follow the 
counſell of the beſt Counſeller, 
our Saujour Chriſt, which is,that 
we ſhould agreewith our aduer ſar) 
quithely, Whiles yet we beta the wa) 
with him, leit Death deliner vs ti 
the Indge, and the Indoe deliver tv; 
to the Sargeant Satan,cy this galt- 
ly Sargeant deliver 25 to the priſon 
and dungeon of hell : from whence 
me may not come forth, wntill wee 
hane paid che vtmo#t farthing; -- 

tnat 
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that will neuer bee, Prelume nor | 
then vypon Gods mercics, and 
hislong forbearance, Sinne is a 
prouoking thing, it made Gods 
Spirir to {triue (as it is, Gen. 6,3.) 
with man : and this is that which 
parteth friendſhip betweene him 
and thoſe which are dearcit to 
him; which is the nextthing in 
the text I would defire you with 
me to obſeruec, 


With the enhabitants of the 
Laund, 


V Here the particle | 7%] 

is ſpoken with a kind of 
Emphaſis, the Hebrew letter be- 
ing pointed with an efpecia!] 
note, which isncuer vicd bur by 
way of Emphaſis, as the skiltul in 
the Iaguages haue obſcrued, 7 ke 
Land,that is,with that Land,thart 
good Land,that floriſhing Land, 
that Land which was the Lard 
of Promiſe, that Lid which God 
had ſo often defended, fo many 


W32:cs 
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2. Circumfſlace, 


Frael Gods 


01wne darlings 
a/e net ſhared, 


Mt. 


Gods controuerſie 


DofF, 

Ns people haue 
any priuiledze 
fo ſue. 


lerem.21.24. 


Geneſ.:9. 
2, Per 2,6, 
Zeph. 3.9, 


waiesenriched, ſo highly priui- 
ledged, ſo _ times protected, 
Euen againſt the people of this 
Land hath the Lord a controuer. 
fie; whe they ſinned againſt him, 
he would not ſpare them, no, al. 
though they were his owne inhe. 

ritance, and peculiar people. 
Giuing vs thereby this leſſon 
for our admonition, that there is 
no nation, land or people vnder 
the cope of heauen, and within 
the circumference of the earth,fo 
deare and pretious in the {ightof 
God, as that it hath any priui- 
ledge for to finne, But wharſoe- 
uer they bee, whereſocuer they 
are, that ſinne and rebell againlt 
him, were they as the fignet pon 
his right hand, or as the apple of his 
owne eye, hee will haue a contro- 
uerſie with them, Witnes Sedom, 
which though it was like the gar- 
den of Eden, yet finning againſt 
God, is conſumed to aſhes,made 
the breeding place of nettles,pits 
0 


DC 


_- th — — — z 


with Eneland. = 


of alt, and a perpetuall deſolati- 
on. Witneſle thoſe ſeuen famous 
and renowned Churches of Af, 
Epheſus, Smyrna, Pergamus, Lao- 
dicea, Philadelphia, Sards,'in the 
midQ wherof God himſelf is ſaid 
to haue his walk, yet for their fins 
the candleſticke 15 now remoued 
from them, and thoſe glorious 
Churches now become a place 
for the Zqzz and the Ohim, the 
Satyres, and the Screechowle to 
lodge in, euen a cage of vn- 
cleane and lothſome birds, Wit- 
nes one for all, the people heere 
recited, the childre of Iſrael, who 
although they were a pretious 
and peculiar people vntoy Lord, 
his owne darlings, and molt re- 
ſpeed people, yet when they 
forſooke him, he forſooke them, 
when they rebelled againſt him, 
he did not ſpare them, but had a 
controuerhſie with them. 

A good caucat for vs of this 
Land;tolay vnto our hearts:hath 


God 


Reuel.1.& 2, 
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ReucL3,y. 


Eſay 34-11, 


Deur.7z,6, 


Vſe. 
Applied to our 
Lond and peo- 


I ple 
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Gods controucrſie 


Nahum. 3.3, 
9.10. 


lerem., 


God done this before to other 
nations,and will he not deale the 
like to vs? Haue we greater priui. 
ledges to finne then they? Brita. 
nie art thou ſtronger then Aur, 
or ſafer then [ſr4e/? London, Art 
thou in better caſe then Nee, 
which was full of people, ad Ly 
m the riners, «nd had the Water 
round about it, hoſe dirch was the 
ſea,c+ nhoſe wall was the ſea banks, 
e/Ethiopia and egypt were her 
[frength, Put ad Lubim were her 
helpers ? yet was ſhe caticd away, 
and went into capriuitie, her yorg 
children alſo were dalſved m pieces at 
the head of all the ſtreets, ana they 
cait lots for her Noble men, and 
all ber mightie men were bound m 
chaines. Are we more deepely in 
Gods fauour then /eruſalcm the 
choſen citie, and Empreſle of the 
nations? yet leruſalemfor finne is 
made an hcape of ſtones : Lee 
(faith the Lord by the Prophet 
leremic) Ibring a plague vpon the 


citie 
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citie whereon my name 1s called Vp- 
on,and ſhall yee go free ? you ſhal not 
go free. 

Which thing, when wee doe 
conſider with our felues,how can 
we chuſe but feare and tremble, 
ſeeing not {/7ae/alone hath thus 
offended, but euen E»g/ard alſo 
is ſuncke as deepely in rebellion, 
as ever was rebellious [/#ael? The 
triall of our countenances teftifieth 
onto or faces, our ſinnes are emi- 
nent like Sodoms ; woe be wnto our 
ſelues, for wee hane rewarded emill 
onto onr ſelues ; our tongue and 
workes hane been againit the Lord, 
to prouoke the eies of his clory; from 
the crowne of the he::d ts the ſole of 
the feet,of this our body politike, 
ts nothing whole within, but wonds, 
and ſwellings, and ſores full of cor- 
ruption : and therefore Gods plea 
againſt /ſrae/ may well be appli- 
ed vnto England, The Lord hath a 


the Land, euen with all the inha- 


controerſie with the inhabitants of 


Jraels ſomes 


ave Englands 


(annes. 


leremea-19, 


Ilay 3.8, 


Eſay 1.6. 
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Gods controuer ſie 


en mm 


Ged: coatyo- 
werſie beeregia 
with all eflates 
of aur Land. 


The particular 
Attion. 
r.Circumſiace. 
The forfeitare 
sf truth, 


Eſay $.2.344+ 


bitancs of the ſame. He hath a c6. 
trouerlie with you [Magiſtrates] 
he hath a controuerſie with you 
[Tudges] hce hath a controuerhe 
with you on ] hee hatha 
controuerhe with you | Lawyers] 
he hath a controuerfie with you 
[Citizens] he hath a controuerhe 
with you | Coitrimen|euen with 
all the inhabitants of the Land, 
And therefore prepare thy ſelfe 
to meete thy God, O /ſrae/;heare 
your charge,or rather wherwith- 
all you are charged : The Lord 
hath a contronerfie with the inha- 
bitants of the Land, becauſe there 
ts notruth, nor mercie, nor know- 


ledge of Godin the Land, 
Becauſe there ts no truth, 


He firſt Action commenced 
againſt the Iſraclites here in 
my text, is an Action of debt,and 
the firſt branch hereof is vpon the 
forfeiture of a band of Truth: 
There was no truth. The houſe of 


Iſrael 


I 
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[ſracl was the 1-neyard of the Lord 

of Hoits,and the men of [udah were 

his pleaſant plants. The God of 
truth had taken paines about the 

in hedging themin, planting the 

with £ beſt plants, and gathe- 

ring out the ſtonesfrom amongſt 
them, and; built a tower in the 

middeſt thereof, and had a wine- 
preſſe therein, Then for all his 
paines,he looked that it ſhould hawe 
brought foorth grapes, and loe it 
brought forth wild grapes:he looked 
for wrath, but behold oppreſſion ; for 
righteouſnes, but behold 4 crying : 
There was no Truth. 

What? was there in Iſrael ne- 
ucra true man to be found? were 
they all gone outof the way? no 
truth in the Land ? Doubtleſle as 
in Elias time, when there was an 
open apoſtahe to idolatrie, there 
were thouſads which neuer bow- 
ed their knees to Baal : ſo in this 
deep diflembling age,there were 
ſome that followed Truth, and 


ſought | 


Eſay 5.7. 


1,King.19.8. 


How it 4s ſaid, 


there was n0 
truth in the 
Land. 
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Truth a due 
debt by tbeſe 


bands, 


I. Of creation. 


ſought the Truth. But the ſumme 
of theſe was exceeding imall, like 
an wnit in Arithmetique which 
cinot make a number, And ther. 
fore hecaulſc it was ſo rarc, and 
ſcarce to be ſeene, according to 
the Scripture phraſe, it is fd 
7 here ts n9 truth inthe Land, 
Truth is a debt which wee all 
owe to God, both by the band of 
creation, of filiation, of redemp- 
tion, and ſanCtification, By the 
band of Creation, Truth is a debt 
which we owe to God, for hee 
that made our ſpeech,and framed 
in vs a tongue to ſpeak,requireth 
Truth to bce the guider of our 
ſpcech.And thcretore,(as Anato- 
miſts haue obſerued) the tongue 
is placed neere the braine, which 
is the lodging of the internal 
ſenſes, that it might be the inter- 
preter ofthe mind, which office it 
cannot well performe, where 
Truth is wanting, wherethe hart 


looketh Eaſt, and the tongue 


#* Doe 


runneth | 


RR 
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runneth Weſt.By the band of Fi- 
liation, Truth is a debt which we 


| | owe to God, for God whom we 


call Father, is the God of Truth, 
and he that is of God doth ſpeak 
the Truth : but the father of lies 


| isthe diuell, who (as the Scrip- 
© | ture witnefſeth) hath been a liar 
J| from the beginning. If we then 


call God our Father,we mult loue 


'|andembrace the Truth, whereof 


God is the Father, otherwiſe we 
play but mocking with God, and 
y the forfeiture of this band of 


: | Truth, we cannot but runne in 
: |arrerages to the Diuell, By the 


right of Re tion wee are 


* | bound in a band of Truth, for he 
' | that hath redeemed vs is, Via,V7- 
| 14,05 Veritas, the Way, the Trath, 
[and the Life, And therefore all 
|they that Iooke for faluation by 
{| him, are boiid to follow the rrurh 


in oye, that in all thmgs they may 
grow vp inte him, By the right of 
Santtification, we are bound in a 
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Gods contronerſie 


Loha 1 5.26, 


Epheſ.6,14, 


ail again? 
| iſrael, 


Ifai.g.17. 


| band of Truth, for the holy Spirit 


= 


The luries Vere 


that ſanttifieth vs, 1s the Spirit of 
Truth, and hee requireth this jn 
our ſanification, that we ſhould 
ſtand, hauing our loines girt about 
with truth, hauing on the breaſt. 

late of righteonſnes. And yet not- 
withſtanding all this, {/#ae/ Gods 
own people ſo firmely tied in this 
band of Truth vnto the God of 
Truth, made no bones to make 
forfeiture of the ſame, And ther. 
fore the Lord isdriuen to takean 
Action againſt them in the Cour 
of Conſcience, Becanſe there wa; 
noTruth. 

Where becaule they are cited 
to put in their anſwere,what they 
can ſay for themſelues : let vs ſee 
how the Iurie of the Prophets ! 
findeth them : ſay the Foreman 
of this Inqueſt giueth in his ver- 
dit of them, that exery one of the 
was an hypocrite and diſſembler,and 
enery mouth did ſpeake follie ; Tere- 
| mie commeth after him and faith, 


that 


_— 
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that there Was not tobe found one 
man amongit them, that executed 
indgement,or ſought the truth: the 
Prophets propheſied lies,the Priefts 
receined pifts, and the people did de- 
hght therein, they had no conrave 
for the truth, Michah ſaith, There 


| was none that followed Truth 4- 


mong# them, every man hunted his 


| brother with a net: The mo#t righ- 


teons of them Was like a thornie 
hedge, there was no tru#t to bee put 
ina friend, nor any confidence in a 
Connſeller, It needeth not, that 
heere in ſeuerall I ſhould repeat 
the teftimonies of all the Pro- 
phets, concerning this peoples 
want of verity,both by the grand 
and petty Iurie,both by the grea- 
ter Prophets and the lefler, they 
ar? conuicted to be guiltic of the 
Action laid in here againſt them. 
Well then, what was the law 
concerning them in this caſe? 
Abominatio eft Deo labia menda- 
cia, The lying lips are an abomina- 
E 3 tion 


lr. 


| Terem. 5.1.31, | 


lerem.g, 3» 


Micha.7.2.3. 


The law con» 
cerning the 


forfeuure of 


things. 
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God controuerſie 


4 


Prou,19.5. 


Reucl.21.8. 


Reuel.22.1 5, 


| The Applica- 


rien, 


lerem,2,18. 


tion to the Lord. There is an At- 


tachment giuen out from the 
high Court of heauen, that hee 
which telleth lies,ſhal not eſcape, 
There is an eftraint to bee made 
vypon his goods, for ſoit follow. 
eth in the text, Their Land ſhall 
mourne, their beaits in the field 
ſhall periſh, the fiſh and the fowle 
ſhall bee taken from them. And 
their doome is perpetuall impri- 
ſonment, not in the Clinke or 
Counter, where they may haue 
any eaſe, but in the common dii- 
geon, T hey ſhall bee cait into the 
lake that burneth with fire && brim- 
ſtone, amongſt the infernall hel- 
hounds,#here ſhall be dogs and in- 
channters, and whoremongers, and 
idolaters, and whoſoener loneth or 
maketh lies, Behold heere what a 
fearefull caſe was /ſrael in, bc- 
cauſe there was no truth in the 
Land. 

But haue theſe alone drunke 
the water of Nilzs, and trod the 


path 


with England. 


”7 


rael only to be found a yacuity of 
truth ? Or may not God as iuſtly 
enter an Action of the ſame kind 
againſt vs, Becauſe there is no 
iruth is the Land? For where is 
truth ro be found ? Or where, if 


{| like Driogenes,a man ſhould ſeeke 
at noone day with a candle for it, 


were it poſſible for to find ir?Shal 
we ſecke it in the Citie ? ſhall we 
leeke it in the countrie?Seeke we 
itinthe Citie, and we ſhall heare 
leremie complaining, Run toand 
froby the ſtreets of leruſalt, ſearch 
and inquire in the open places ther- 
of, if ye can find a man, or if there 

any that executeth indgement, 
and ſeeketh the truth, and 1 will 


|hareit, Where ſhall we ſeeke it? 


Secke we it among you [Mer- 
chants and Tradeſ:men] in your 
_— your Apprentiſes will 
quickely tell vs, Surrexit, non et 
hic, It us gone, it #5 not heere ; for 
the more readie fale of wares, 


path of Aſbury? Was there in 'lſ- | 


E 3 Truth 


Em 


The defeft of 
truth in all 
efFalts. 


Not to be folid 
ia the citie, 


lerem. 9.1, 


Not amongit 
Merchants. 


— — — yo 
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| Truth hath been ſetto fale, Come | 
Lawyers. weamong(t you | Lawyers] and | 
| ſeekitin _ courts,your Clerks | 
{ 
| 
{ 


| will quickly tell vs, Swrrexet, non 
| | et hic, It is gone, it ts not heere, 
| , was a om. arr fees, 
ome we amonelt you [| Stateſ. 

BEE men ]and ſeek for Truth amiddeſt 
your dignities, your very aCtions 
will telLvs,Saurrexit,zon et hic,It 
is gone, it is too plaine for you : Oh- 
ſequium amicos,veritas odium pa 
| rit; Flattery and diſſimulation 15 the | 
Way to preferment, truth breedeth 
hatred: a dram of police is better | | | 
I 


Not to befoiid| then an ounce of veritic. Where 
tu the COMMI'). | then ſhall we ſeeke for truth? If 
we ſecke it itthe countrie, heere 
likewiſe experience will quickly | 


tell ys, Surrexit, nor et hic, Its | 
riſen, it ts not heere, The Artificer | 
knoweth it not, the husbandman 
regardeth it not, the Gentleman | 
ſcorneth it, the Yeoman ſhaketh ; 


itoff, the Clowne himſelfe ſhut- | 
teth it forth adoores, Where the 
! | ſhall 
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ſhall we ſeeke for Truth ? Let vs 
gointo the Church, and ſeckeit 
inthe Pulpit, and that indeed is, 
or ſhould be the Arke of truth, 
there ſhould remaine the oracles 
of veritie : but euen heere, alas 
alſo, Truth doth often faile, it da- 


- [reth not, or is aſhamed to thew 


her head,vwhat for feare,what for 


' |fauour, & what for malice, Truth 


is oftentimes ſhut vnder hatch : 
and too many (the more the pi- 
tic) make merchandize of it, ſel- 
ling the Truth for ameales meat, 


or (as Ezechiel ſpeaketh) for ay 


handfull of barly,or a piece of bread, 
Where then ſhall wee ſeeke for 
Truth ? where may wee find it? 
Hoſeas complaint may wel be ta- 
ken vp of vs, There 4 #0 truth, 
Terras Aitreareliquit, ing, locum 
ſubiere ſuuns v15 frauſy, doluſque, 
Truth is baniſhed from the earth, 
and in place thereof ts come falſe- 
hood, ard couſenage, and villanie 
and deceit, If we would ſearch for 

E 4 Truth, 


Scarce 1a the 


Pulpit, 


I, Cor, 2, 


Ezech,13.19, 


Ouid, Metan , 


lib.1. 
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The cocluſion. 


Prou.t5-22. 


Truth, we mult feeke it beyond 
Hercules +4 mezr, or Sir / homaz 
Moores Utopia, whole verie 
name doth fignifie, that there is 
no place to find it, 

- Which thing _ it is fo, 
what remaineth for vs, but either 
ro call home Truth againe, to 
=_ it entertainment in our hou- 

cs,:and in our hearts, or elſe to 
look continually for Gods arreſ} 
vpon vs for the forfeiture of the 
ſame? Be not deceined, God is no! 
mocked, Are not his cies vpon the 
Truth, and doth not he value it at 
a moſt high rate? Letitbe there. 
fore your care (Right Honorable 
and worthie Magiltrates) to pro- 
cure Truth and ecuity : and your 
Right Worſhipfull and learned 
ludges) to defend the Truth, but 
doe nothing againſt the Fruth: 
and your (Rignt Reverend Fa- 
thers and brethren in the Mini- 
Rcrie) Buy the Truth, but ſell it not 
atanyrate :and yours(renowned 
Citizens, 


— 


| 
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Citizens, and vc!oued Chrilttis, | 


(whoſoeuer you are that heare 
me this day) to think, and ſpeak, 
and ſeeke the Truth : Lay afrde !y- 
ing, and (þeake exerr one truth v1.- 
to bus neighbour, for 1-0 are men- 
bers one of another, Let neither 
hope of gaine, nor feare of dif- 
pleaſure,nor worldly policie,nor 
expectation of reward, nor deſire 
tofill your bags, & to make quick 
fale of your wares, nor any thing 
whatſoeuer make you el y truth, 
But when greedie g2ine would 
perſivade you to difſemble, re- 
member Ana145 and Zapphiraes 
lying,who (as Ambroſe doth ob- 
lerue) Dem prety fecerunt com. 
rencrm,anime fecerunt detrimen- 
tur; Whiles they thought ro couer 
the Trmth With {ymy (beeches, they 
brought their jouls ro hazard. 
And thus much ofthef1f A&ion 
of debr, laid in agair ft this peo- 
ple, their forfeiture of veritie. 
Now followeth the ſecond Bill 


in 


Epheſ.4.15, 


4mbroſe. 


pr 


em 


| Gods contronerſie 


The ſecond 
Aflion. 

A debt of mer- 
Cl, 


| AMercie what 
it HM, 


The kind of it, 


Miſericordia 
& Miſeratio, 
how diſſer, 
Hugs. 


definition of mercie, we may be- 


in this kind put in againſt them, 
and that is for the detect of mer. 
cie : There Was no Truth, mw 
Atercie. 


Nor /Mercie. 


Ercie is atender afteQton 

of the mind, which hauing 
a fellow-feeling of other mens 
wants and miſeries, is readie to 
relicue them according to their 
owne power, and the others ne- 
cefſities,So that according to this 


hold a twofold branch of it. The 
frſt is referred to the mind and 
heart : the ſecond to the word 
and worke, The firſt 1s proper] 

called Miſericord:a : the cad 
Miſeratio : and they do thus dit- 
fer, (as Hwgo doth illuſtrate the) 
Miſericordia eit quaſi fons in affe- 
tus, miſeratio quaſs riunlus in effe- 
tn, The firit ts as the fountame in 
the heart and affettion, the other as 
the riner flowing forth to outward 


_ —_— Pm—=Y a = = 
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Attron. The former we may = 
10n ? 


perly call Pitie or compal 

the latter by the name of Bowunrie 
or beneficence, Both of theſe go 
together, neither can the one of 
them well be without the other : 
for he cannot be truly mercifull 
that extendeth his compaſſion in 
outward action, vnleſfe hec haue 
itinthe hearts affetion : neither 
is that ſufhcient vnto mercie, to 
haue pitie in the heart, vnleſle 
there go with it beneficence in 
thehand, To both of theſe wee 
are bound, and for both of theſe 
kinds of mercies we mult render 
account. 

We owe a debt of mercie vp- 
on'a threefold band, firſt of mr. 
tation, ſecondly of Expettation, 
thirdly of Azcomnt. By a band of 
Imitation,we are all bound to the 
performance of: the workes of 
mercie, becauſe it is the nature of 
good children to endeuour to be 
like their parents : if wethen be 


Gods | 


ſr EIT 


Mercie 4 debt 
by band, 


I, Of Imitatio. 
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Luke 6.36. 


(108, 


3. 0/ account, 


Q——————_—_— 


:, Of expetla- 


Matth.18. 32, 
? 3» 


Luke 16.2, 


Gods children,& cal him Father, 
there is a band of [mitation vpon 
vs: Be ye mercifull,as your heauen- 
ly Father is mercifull, Luk. 6, 36, 
We are bound vnto it by a band 
of Expettation,for we which con- 
tinually haue need of mercie, and 
expect mercy daily at the hand of 
God, ought likewiſe euermore 
to ſhew mercie vnto our brethre: 
and therefore the ynmercitful ſer- 
uant had this check giuen ynto 
him, Matth.18.32.0 exill ſernant, 
I forgane thee thy debt becauſe thou 
448, entreate me; oughteſt not thou 
alſo to haue pitie vpon thy fellow,a; 
[had pitie pon thee? By a Bill of 
Account we are bound to doe the 
workes of mercie; for we are but 
ſtewards of Gods bleſſings, and 
diſpenſers of his treatures, which 
wee are not to locke vponely to 
our ſclues, but in the in nr” of 
mercy to participate vnto others: 
for otherwiſe there wil an Arreſt 
come foorth againſt vs, Redde ra- 
tronem 


lth 


| with Enzland. 65 
er, tionem villicationis tue ; Render an 
on account of thy Bailiwick,Luk.16.2. 
2 By theſe and many other argu- 
6. meuts of neceſlarie conſequence 
nd weare al bound to do the works 
n- ofmercie; and if euer any people 
nd were more ftriftly then other 
of tied vnto it, then certainlie this 
re] WF | people of Iſrael, that ſo manie 
re: waies were obliged vnto Gods 
I mercy;and yet amongſt this peo- 
to ple, faith my text, There was no 
ut, mercie. 
on Which that wee may not bee | The Furies 
ou thought too credulous in belee- | verdif againſt 
as uing, heare what their own Pro- Jſrael. 
of phers the /wrie of this great in- | 
he queſt ypon them, do giue in ver- 
ut dict of them.Eſay ſaith, Therigh- 
nd teous men are periſned, and no man | Elay 57.1 
ch conſidereth it in his beart and mer- 
to cifull men are taken away , but no 
of man wvnderftandeth it, Teremie | Icrew. 3.16. 
'S: faith, that from rhe leaF? of thers 
t enen to the greateſt, enery one was 
4- ginen vnto conetouſneſſe: eAmos 
mM | faith; 


gn 
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Amos $8.6; 


i Matth, 18.16, 


The law in this 
caſe. 


Iames 2.13, 


_ 


ſaith; They did ſwallow.vp the poore, 
and make the needie of the Land to 
faile,that they might buy the poore 
for ſiluer, and the needie for bread. 
I need not trouble you with the 
repetition of the relt of the Pro. 
phets verdict, who being impan- 
neld in this Iurie againſt them,in 
this caſe abſolutely did condene 
the;Yuder tbe month of two orthree 
witneſſes ſhall enery word be confir- 
med. By this ſmall view which al- 
readie you haue ſcene, you may 
perceiue that this Action was too 
true againſt them : There was uo 
mercie, | 

Well then, what was the law 
in this caſe againſt them ? Surely 
euen extremitic and the vety ri- 
gour of the law,without Baile or 
mainpriſe, For ſo wee may ſec it, 
[am.2.1 3, hugfdorauioes Ty pu Ton; 
ns: There ſhall be i#dgemet with- 
out mercie to him that ſhe\verh ns 
mercie. This is that Lex talionts, 
The la\\v of equitie, the la'v of pari- 


tie : | 


——_———— 
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tie: There ſhall be no mercie ſhe- 
wed to him who is mercileſle; he 
that himſelf is not merciful, muſt 


looke for at Gods hands the yery 


tion:ludgement without mercie 
will befall him, 

Alas then what a fearcfſull caſe 
were theſe liraclites at this time 
in,ſecing they were a people ſo 
exceeding mercilefle ! or rather 
how lamentable is the eſtate of 
this our //rael,the Land in which 
we liue, ſo much exceeding mer- 
cilefle Iſrael in the want ot mer- 
cie! May not we now well tune 
all our ſongs vpon this note? Help 
Lord, for there is not a godly man 
left ; Helpe Lord, for there is not a 
mercifuil man left , for merciful 
mer. are failed from among the 
children of men : The right eoua pe- 
riſheth,and no man conſidereth it in 
by heart,and mercifull men are ta- 
ken away, and no man vnderilan- 


deth that they are taken away from 


the 


—— 


rigor of the law without miti ga-| 


The Applica- 
1108. 


The great want 
of mercie eue- 
rie where, 


Pſalm,12.1, 


Iſai.57.1s 


Do ——— 
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' be emplaini | the ew'il ro come, There is no mer. 
of cie; ſo doth our Church com- 


T 'eChurch. 


Vninerſities. 


Courts of las, 


Priſons, 


Am-$6, 
Poor:s 


Much pitie,lit- 


plaine, There # no mercie : ſuch 
{taruing of ſoules euerie where 
for want of foode cele{tiall. So 
doth the Common-wecale com- 
plaine, There is no mercie : eue- 
rie where {o much violence and 
oppreſſion, So doc our Vniuerf- 
ties complaine, There is no mer- 
cie : ſo many hopefull wits being 
cut off i:1 the very prime of their 
growth for want of maintenance, 
So do our Courts coplaine, There 
is no mercie:chouſands being vt- 
terly vndone, by the long Pin. 
ning of the thr-ed of Tuſtice : So 
do our priſons comylaine, There 
is no mercic:ſuch poſting there is 
tothem vpon ſo ſmall and light 
occafions, So do our poore com- 
plainc, There is no mercie: No 
man ts [orrie or the affliction of Io- 
ſeph : Amos 6. There is much Pi- 
tie now adaics hut ſmall bounty; 
many ſuch as S*. [mes __ 

O I 


— 


7 


| Naxare, that a poore man mece- 
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| 


of, that can bemone thoſe whom 
they ſee inneceſlity,and ſay,Alas 
poore ſoules, wee lament your 
caſe, God helpe you, Iwouldit 
were better with you: but where 
are they that cloath the naked, 
feed the hungric, lodge the har- 


bourleſſe, relieue the oppreſled ? | 


Ir is reported inthe hiſtories of 


ting a certaine rich Prelate of 

that countrie, and for Gods ſake 
debring an almes of him, recci- 
ved this only anſwere from him, 
that as for filuer, none with him 
he would impart, no not witha 
penie, but he would beſtow vp- 
on him his bleſſing, which was a 
better thing : which anſwere was 
olittle acceptable to the beggar, 
thathe replied againe vnto him, 
Ifhis bleſſing had been worth a 
penie, hee doubted whether hee 
would be ſoliberall in beſtowing 
it, It falleth out even ſo with ma- 
ny now adaics,who comming to 


lames 2.16, 


Hifi, Nauar, 


An example of | 
a pitiful! man 


wvmerciſull, 


LO 


F the | 
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{ the rich and opulent churles of g 
| our time, and in the bowels of | | ir 
Chriſt begging food for ther 
bodies, or rags for their backes, 
haue only ſome half-penie words 
of pitying, but not pitied with 


halfe of a __ 
The prafliſe of | The only care of our age is to 
Our aZes ioync houſe to houſe, and land to 


land, and field to field, till there 
bee no roome for the poore to 
dwell in, no paſture for him to 
feed in, and (ifit were poflible) 


no aire for him to breath in. And cl 
where then is mercie?cuery mans al 
field is a garden,and their garden| Ml | th 
a —_ and their wa 4 a pa-| I | iu 


lace, and their garments robes, 
| and their tables ſhrines,and their | I | v 
beds juorie, and their coffers mi- | I | ti 
nerals : but zo man careth for the | il | tc 
| affirttion of Toſeph, And where | | of 
then is mercie ? Horſes inmens | | of 
{ tables richly pampered, dogs in | Il | 
| { their kennels fatlie nouriſhed, 
| kites intheir mewes coſtly gor- Ic 


ged, | 
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ged, the members of Chriſt Ieſus 
in the meane while ſtarued, O 


ſes, little hoſpitalitie ; coſtly ta- 
bles, little 1:berality,huge barnes, 
lictle almes; monſtrous pride, lit- 
tle pitic, O where is mercie ! whe 
they that ſhould be an eye to the 
blind, pull our the eyes of men to 
make them blind : when they 
which ſhould cheere the faces of 


the poore: when they that ſhould 
cloath the naked, take off the 
cloaths tro make men naked : whe 
they which ſhould miniſter 
mdgement of equitie, giue the 
wormewood of affliction, O 
| where is mercy ! when our ſome- 
times beſt-relieuing edifices can 
|teftifie more ſmoake ro come our 
of their maſters noftrils,then out 
| of their chimnics : when our ſel- 
| lers make the Ephah ſmall, & the 
Shekel great, & fallihe y weights 
| by deceit : when the poore eucry 


F 2 where 
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then where ismercy! Great hou- | 


the poore, doe grind the face of 
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Gods contronerſie 


The concluſi9, 


Amos 8.8, 


Coloſ. 3.12, 
1.Pet.z.8. 
Rom. 13-15, 


Epheſ.q. 32. 
Zach.7.9. 


| 


where do periſh for wit of food; 
and want food, becauſe they wit 
worke, Maicſt not thou then, O 
God, iuſtly complaine, that there 
is no truth nor mercie ? 

Shall not the Land tremble for 
this, and every one monrne that 
dwelleth therein ? 1 beſeech you 
(brethren) put on the bowels of 
mercie and meekexeſſe, and tender 
compaſſion : bee pitifull, Weepe 
with them that Weepe, and monurne 
with them that morrrneſympathiſe 
in others miſeries; and becauſe 
weare all members one of ano- 
ther, Be courteous one to another, 
ard tender hearted, and haue com- 
paſſion enery man v#to his brother, 
that ſo wee may ſtop the contro- 
uerhe which God hath begun a- 
gainſt vs,and haue his mercy euer 
{tretched forth vnto vs. And ſo 1 
come to the third Bill of debr, 
laid it againſt Iſrael heere in my 
rext : There was no truth,nor mer- 
cy,nor knowledge of God in the land, 

Nor 
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Nor knowledge of God in 
the Land. 


Y —— here,I take, is 
meant not ſo much a ſimple 
want of knowledge as wilfull ig- 
norance;neither ſomuch a ſpecu- 
ative as a praQtique knowledge; 
for ſo knowledge eſpecially is ta- 
ken in the Scripture phraſe, And 
therefore the Chaldee Paraphraſe 
readeth it thus : Non erat qui am- 
bularet in ſcientia Domini: There 
was none amongit them which did 
walk or line according to the know- 
ledge of the Lord, The complaint 
ſaid in againſt them then was 
this, that they were wilfully 
12norant, refuſed knowledge, 

hardned their hearts that the 
might not heare nor ain 
whenas God would haue writ- 
ten his lawes in their hearts, and 
would haue had them euery mar 
to teach his neighbour, and euc- 
tie one his brother, ſaying, Know 
FE 3 the 


th. Dt _— i 


i. 
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IV ant of know. 
ledge, 
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ler.31.33-3 4 
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Gods contronerſie 


The azgrana- 
ting of bis fn. 


Iſai, 28.10; 


| 


| the Lord, and expected that they 


| yet there was no knowledge of God 


| inthe /and. 


ſhould all haue knowne him from 
the leaſt unto the greateſt of them: 


And was it poſſible that there 
was no knowledge in the land? 
In this Land that had ſo manic 
meanes of knowledge, ſo manic 
continual inſtructors, and ſo ma- 
nie ſeates of knowledge, V+ non 
ipſe eAthene magis eAttice, No 
place inthe world where might 
haue bin greater or better know- 
ledge : They had the Oracles of 
G od to them appertained the adop- 
ton, and the plorie, and the cone- 
nants, and the ſernice of God: Gud, 
had not dealt fo with any ot ber na- | 
tien,neither had the Heathen knov-| 
ledge of bis law:God ſent unto them | 
his Prophets early and late, precept 
was vpon precept , line vpon line. 
and yetthere was no knowledge 
amongſt this people,vo knowiedge 
in the land, 
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Thus doth the Lord himſclte 
complaine againſt them by his 
Prophet [ſaiah : 1/hs is blind out 
my ſeruant ? Who is deafe but my 
prople ? ſeeing many things,but hee. | 
ping them not ; opening the cares, 
but hearing not, So ſaith /eremie 
of them : Surely, th:y are poore, 
they are foohſh, for they kno\v not 
the way of the Lord, nor the indge- 
ments of their God, And cueric 
where the Prophets make this 
complaint; They know not mee, 
ſaith the Lord: There \vas no know- 
ledge. Nay, they were ata point, | 


ledge, ſo they were reſolued to 
continue ſtill in their ignorance, 
like them in /ob,that ſaid, Diſce-| 
ae anobis Domine : O Lord depart 
from vs, \vee will hawe none of the 
kno\vledge of thy lawes. 

In this land of /ſ-ae/(right Ho- 
nourable, Worſhipfull,and belo- 


ued in our Lord and Sauiour) we 


45 they were without knows | 


may behold as in a glafſe aliuely 
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The Verdifs, 


ai.42.19, 


lerem, 5.4. 


lerem.g.g, | 


Vſe. 
The applicatis. | 


Gods contronerſie | 


Fenorance bow 
eroſſe and pal- 
pable i theſe 
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picture of this our land in which 
wee liue ; Many haue been the 
meanes of knowledge laid be. 
fore ys; manie the Teachers ſent 
for to inſtruct vs; long the conti- 
nuance of the preaching of the 
Goſpell among vs (and long 
God grant it may continue) and 
yet how farre fom knowledge 
are our people eucry where? hoy 
grofle and palpable is their igno-f 
rance? Looke we to our old men, 
and thoſe which by reaſon of 
theirlong hearing & experience 
ſhould by this time haue been 
good proticients, and alas wee 
{hall finde them more then chil- 
dren in vnderſtanding, Go wee 
to owr younger ſort, and in them 
likewite wee may behold appa- 
rant ignorance, Men haue and 
doe debre to haue deepe know- 
[edge in worldly matters, in Jaw 
points, in cunning ſhifts,&c. but 
alas,if wee looke vnto the whole 
Bodie of our Land, there is no 

- i know- 
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knowledge of God in the land : 
and this 15 the cauſe of ſo many | 72neraxce the 
linnes e__ the land: for the _ of mo 
very reaſon why there was no | 17% 
__ nor - hrs, pry hendef If. | __ 
rael, was, becauſe there was no 
knowledge: and this wat of know- | Shal not eſcape 
ledge God will not leaue ynpu- | ?"Pniſhed. 
niſhed, for bee will powre ont h1s | lerew, 10.10, 
wrath ypon them that dos not kxow | 
bim.Icrem.10.10, 
By how much the more may | Againftbe 
we admire the ſhameleſle impie- | Popiſh patrons 
tieof the Church of Rome, whoſe | 97 1g20raxce. | 
blinde guiding mother is igno- 
rance,the mother (as they rcarme 
it)of deuotion;bur we inay much 
more juſtly call it, the mother of 
ſuperſtition ; whoſe moſt admi- 
red Councell hath ſet Iocke and | Concil.Triden, 
key vpon the Scriptures,thar the | [ej 32.5.9. 
Laitie might not looke into it ; | | 
whoſe vnholy father Pope Piz's | Pizts quartzes, | 
the 4,hath inftiled the booke of | 
God among{t the bookes prohi- | 
bited,and ſet a ſtampe of Vol: me | 
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Robert Steph. 
re3f. ad crnſu- 
761 120/02, 
Par. 
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rtangere vpon the that they might 
not bee touched, whoſe white 
ſonnes the Sorbonifts can boaſt 
of this as a matter of learning, 
that they ſcarſe knew what the 
Scriptures meant at fiftic yeares 
of age ; and whoſe mitred Pre. 
lates,the moſt of them,are like to 
the Biſhop of Danke/den in Scot- 
land, whole profeſſed ignorance 
was ſo ral ray that it gaue oc- 
caſion ro this prouerb2 vato this 
day vied, Of as great knowledge a 
the Biſhww of Dunkeld:w, vihich 
knew neither old Teſtament nor 
new,but his Portmeis & his Ponts- 
ficals. Theſe are the pillers ofthe 
Church of Reme, theſe are their 
blind guides, that keep away the 
key of knowledge, and neithcr 
themſclues will looke vnto it, 
neither will they ſuffer others, 
Blefied be God, y hath brought | 
vs out of their cimmerian dark- 
nes: and ſecing wee haue the 
light, letvs m_ as children - | 
the 
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the light,and grow vp fr6 know- 
ledge to knowledge,from vertue 
to yertue, that wee may bee able 
to comprehend the length , ard 
breadtb, and depth of Gods mer- 
cies in his Son Chrift eſis, And 
let this ſuffice to bee ſpoken as 
concerning the firſt Action com- 
mcced againſtthis people.Come 
we now vnto the ſecond, 


By ſwearing,and lying,and 
killng,&c. 


Itherto you haue heard of 

the Action of debt laid in 
againſt this people :now you are 
to heare of F action of Treſpaſle, 
which in the next place is com- 
menced againſt them : which 
becauſe it doth confift of manic 
branches,and the time paſleth a- | 
way fo faſt, that I cannor atlarge | 
handle them, neither is it my pric- | 
poſe to make a common place of | 
them, Iwill oncly theretorc, as | 


they | 


The firf# Bil 
in the Att.on 


of tre5paſſe, 


Gods controuerſie 


Swearing. 
nr 


R bera in hunc 
locum. 
A rrefpaſſe as 


well as perikvy. 


Not imple at 
all times ſors 
vidden. 


they lic in order, with a Laconi- 
call breuitie touch them, and ap-' 
plie them to our times, 


Ey ſwearing, 
He firſt Action of Treſpaſſe 


laid in againſt them, is an 
Action of Periurie, or rather of 
raſh and idle ſwearing; for fo the 
Hebrew word heere vied doth 
fenific, 10 peierare,ſed inrare, as 
Ribera out of Jerome doth ob- 
ſerue, The Treſpaſle hcere was 
their common ſwearing and idle 
imprecations,for the which God 
doth here enter an action ayainft 
them, Where wee may nor with 
any Anabaptiſticall ſpirit fondly 
ſulpcatheinterdiCting of euerie 
kinde of oath, as if all kinde of 
ſwearing were a treſpaſle : for he 
which heere blameth them for 
their ſwearing , doth elſewhere 
reprouc them for their neglect of | 
ſwearing,aiid an eſpeciall part of | 
his worſhip doth require an oth: | 

Thow' 


G—_ 


"I with Enzland. 8r 
aw. Thox ſhalt feare the Lord thy God. | Deut.6.43o | 
Ip. and ſerue bim , and ſreare by bus 
name : But,as omne niminm vo7ti- 
tar in vitium, every exireme oj} :n- 
d:th; fo hee which allowerh in | common ſwea- 
T ſeme caſes ſivearing,and in ſome | 1414 valawfut. 
in places doth require ſwearing, 
of hath made a law, and thatmoſt | £x0d.29- 
e fearefull, againſt yaine, idle and 
h wicked ſwearing ; iv which kind 
o whoſoeuer hee bee that treſpal- 
« {eth,he hath made a vow that he 
s will not hold kim guiltleſle, rat | 
e taheth his name in vame. 
d Swearing (I ſpcake of y which | 7t i a trefÞaſe | 
} 1s not done in erath, and inftice, | 194778 : 
\ and in iwdg-ment, which cither 
7 in the obie& or the ſubiect fai- 
4 leth) is a fearefull Treſpaſle, and | 
f that many waies, 1, Againſt the | r. The glorie | 
glorie and honour of Almightie | of God. 
God, whereof wee ſhould hauc | 
] cſ»eciall great regard,and which | 


| they cannot chuic but much 1m- | 
| peach, which either ſweare by 

any thing but by him alone, or 
A a 
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| -f God, 


3. The rizht of 
creations 


by him raſhly and vnaduiſedlic 
without his due deſerued rcue- 
rence. 2, Itis a Treſpaſle againſt 
the Iufice of Almightie Cod, 
who requiring it to - done in 
| matters doubtfull and of great 
| importance only, cannot endure 
itro be common and ypon euery 
light occaſion to bee made an 
hackney.3.Itisa treſpaſſe againſ? 
the Creation and workmanſhi 

of God; for the Tongue bein 

eiven vnto vs by God to ſpeake 
thetrnth,to confeſle our finnes,to 
comfort the afflicted, 8& to praiſe 
the Lord; raſhand idle {wearing 
peruerteth the vſe of the tongue, 
and rangeth beyond the bounds 
limitted ynto it in the creation, 
4. It is a Treſpaſſe againi fideli- 
tie ; for what makech lawtull 
 oathes ſo much to be ſuſpected, 
but becauſe oathes are ſo com- 
mon and fo rriuially broached? 
5. It is a Trefpaſie againſt the 
language of Canaaz, the heauen- 
| ly 
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ly language,and is no better then 
an infernall dialect or language 
of the Diuell, 

IfI ſhould reckon vp the grie- 
uous enormities of this heinous 
ſwearing treſpaſle, and the pro- 
uiſoes of the Land, of the law of 
God againſt the ſame, the time 


DO 
would be too ſhort;and this time 


which is left, I ſhould bur trifle 
out. The heauie doome denoun- 
ced againſt thoſe, which in this 
kind do treſpafſe,may ſufhciently 
declare, how hainous and fearful 
ain the treſpaſſe is, Zach,g. wee 
reade of a flying book;the length 
whereof is rwenty cubits,and the 
breadth ten cubirs, t i nrittes 


enrſe, which ſhall enter into the 
bouſe of him that ſweareth, and it 
ſhall remame in the midde$t of his 
honſe, and hall conſume it with the 
timber and the ſfones therof. Heare 
this and tremble you common 
ſwearers, whoſe tongues being 


ſet 


— 


both within and without 2 flzirg | 


The evieuous 
ſenne of fuvea- 
ring, 


[he lauvu as 
gainii ths 
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The lawes of 
nations againii 
it, 


Eeypt. 
Sejthia, 


aMomes 


word withour an oath. Is it a ſmal 
thing to rap out an oath ? Is ita 
token of a generous ſpirit, a va- 
lorous mind, or courtlike gate, 
(as you doe reckon it) to ſeaſon 
your mouths with ſwearing elo. 
quence ? Belicue it, a time will 
come when you will proue it 0. 
therwiſe,cuen a very canker ynto 
= tongue, a rotting to your 

ones,& a dagger to your ſoules: 
God will not, God will not hold 
him guiltleſſe chat rakerh ht; 
name in vaine. It is an high trel- 
paſle; the law of God condem- 
neth it, the law of nature doth 
deteſt it, the law of nations cuer 
did abhor it. Amongſt the ef 
gyptians the comon {wearer vas 
to be behcaded;amongſt the Scy- 
thians it was confiſcation of al his 
goods; amongſt the Romans it 
was a matter of precipitation fro 
the rocke Tarpeizs; among the 
Grecians, it was a loſing of the 


cares; | 


_———— 


ſet on fire of hell,cannot ſpeake a 
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cares; the /ewesatthe hearing of 
ſwearing rent their clothes, and 
the very Twrkes themſelues ( as 
Tripolitax doth afhrme) at the 
hearing of an oath will ſtop their 
eares, Come wee vnto Chriſtian 
Princes; Ludoxick King of France 
made a ſtatute,that periurers and 
common ſwearcrs ſhould haue 
their lippes ſeared with hot bur- 
ning irons : and Philip another 
King of France, that they ſhould 
be ; una inthe ſea, Memora- 
ble alſo haue bin the lawes made 
inthis our Land,by Alphred, ua, 
and Edward againſt this ſwearing 
treſpaſſe : moſt memorable thar 
example of Henrie the firſt, who 
for 4he example of the whole 
Realme,ordained that in his own 
Court or Palace, the partie ſwea- 
ing ſhould forfeit for euery ſuch 
oftence, ifhe were a Duke, for- 
tie ſhillings ; if a Lord, rwentie 
ſhillings ; if a Kuight, Gentle- 
man or Eſquire, ten ſhillings;if a 


farie. 


| Tarkie, 
Tripolitanus. 


France. 
Ludout C1, 


Philippus. 
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An ad monitio, 


Pſalm. $9.4. 


Pſalm.5.6, 


| Yeoman, three _ foure 


pence; if a Page,then to 

d about the Court. 

I would to God(beloued)theſe 
lawes were now in vre, or that 
ſome ſuch like profitable lawes 
were enacted againſt this ſo foule 
a ſinne ; or at leaſtwiſe, if there be 
any prouidentlawes alreadie en- 
acted againſt the fame, that they 
were as truly and reſpeCtiuely pur 
in vre;or if none of x $2 appeare, 
I would euery one of vs would 
be a law vnto our ſelues,and feta 
watch before our lips, that wee 
would conſider this, how that 
there i not 4 word in our mouth, 
but the Lordkhnoweth it altogether, 
that the Lord is icalous of his 
glorie, and the {wearer ſhall not 
{tand in his fight, for hee hateth 
the ſwearing tongue,and wil de- 
firoy the mouth that ſpeaketh 
lies, Let vs follow the aduice and 
counſell of our Sauiour Chriſt, 
Let our yea,be yea,and our —_ 

or 
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for whatſoeuer is more then this 
commeth of exill, And ſoI come to 


them, vis, their lying, 
eAnd ling. 


He ſecond action of Treſ- 
paſſe laid in againſt them, 
is their [ying : There was no truth 


nor fimplicitic in their hearts, no 


dealing in their ations; but they 
gaue themſelues ouer whollie to 
deceiue,beguile, and delude one 
another : They applied their wits 
to diſſemble one with another, 
they were full of lying. A lie may 
be thus defined : It is a ſpeaking 
of an vntruth, or truth vntrulie, 
with a minde and purpoſe to de- 
ceiue. Angaſtine reduceth al forts 
of lies ro theſe three heads: Men- 
dacium officioſum, iocoſum, perni- 
cioſum: The lie for profit,the lie for 
pleaſure,and the he for malice. The 


[ 


hrſt of theſe we may call the Citie 
G 2 lie : 


the next crime obieRed againſt | 


veritie in their ſpeeches, no plain | 


Lying. 

A common 
thmg amongi] 
the Jſraeliies, 


What a lie #. 


The diners 
kinds of lies. 


Citie lie, 


— 


Ee 


The ſecond Bil, 
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Wie ic, 


Sycophailts 
lie, 


Lying atreſ- 
paſſe, 

I, Again#t 
God comman- 
dement. 
Leuic.g.11, 
Prcu.12.22. 
Piou.6.17. 

2. Againf} 
Gods Maieily, 
3. Againft 
(briffianinte. 
lohn 8.44+ 

| 


4. Againf the 


woe of ſpeech, 
Arift. de in- 
terp, lib.t, 


= 


lie; the ſecond, the wirtrie lee; the 
third, the Sycophants lie. In the 
former they offend, who to bu 
profit ſet the Truth to ſale: In the 
ſecond they offend, who to make 
pleaſure ſer their wits to ale: In 
the laſt they offed, who to wreak 
their malice whet their tongues 
with gall. Euery one of cheſs is2 
Treſpaſle. 

It is a Treſpaſſe, firſt againſt 


Gods Commandement : Yee ſhall 
not le one to another, Leuit, 9.11. | 


Secondly.againſt Gods Maieſtic; | 


for a lie ts an abomination vnt9 the | 


Lard, Prou.1 2.22.4 finne which 
God abborreth.Prou.6, 17, Third- 
ly, againſt Chriſtian profeſſion ; 
PA he that is of God ſpeaketh the 
truth, and hee which vſeth lying 
doth beare the badge and cogni- 
ance of the Diuell,who is the fa- 
cher of lies, /oh,8.4.4. Fourthly, 
it is againſt Y very vie of Geeds 
for(as Ariſtorle faith) © 1 wa 7 
guiry 7H < 1h yuXy ranlenler ovulirn; The 

ſpeech 


with England. 
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| 


| 
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ſpeech is the ſigne of that which | 


is in the heart ; what a treſpaſſe 


muſt this needes be then againſt | 
the vie of fpeech,whethe tongue | 


isa falſe interpreter of the heart? 
Fiftly, it is again all ciuil! and 
humane ſocietie:for what mamas 
or commerce can there bee a- 
mongt men, where there is no 
conſcience made of a lic ? 

I neede not make a large diſ- 
courſe of this moſt vile and loth- 
ſome courſe of lying ; ithath the 
very tampe and character of the 
Diuell oh it; it is a very note and 
ſymbole of a reprobate ; it is a 
thing that God doth hate, that 
killeth the ſoule,and maketh one 
liable to eternall torments; for 
the liars reward is the lake tha: 
burneth with fire and brimftone. 
Which is the ſecond death, thither 
ſhall be caſt both dogs,and whore. 
mongers,and Idelaters,and inchan- 
ters, and whoſoener loneth or ma- 
tech lies, 


CG} Heare 


$. At ainitci- 
will [ociatie, 


The law a+ 
gaints it, 


Prou,1 2,22; 


Prou.6,17, 


Revel.- 1.8. 


Reuel,22.15, 


| 
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Gods controner ſie 


Prou.19.$» 


Plalm, 5-6, 


Lying for profit. 


Far recr eation« 


For malice. 


| Hearethisand tremble all yee 
that make a trade of lying,whe. 
ther in ſport or earneſt, for plea. 
ſure or for profit : There isnoie- 
ſing with the God of Truth, no 
blearing or cloaking any thing 
from his eyes: Hee that made the 
eyes ſball he not ſee? or can hee ſee 
and not abhorre ? or abhorre and 
not puniſh ſuch contept of truth? 
Hethat telleth lies ſhall not eſcape: 
Prou.19.5.He ſhall be deſtroted: 
Pſal.5.6.Hee ſhall be rooted out 
of the land of the living, he ſhall 
be ſhut out of Gods kingdome. 
Go to then now,reckon vp your 
gaines;What ſhall it profit a man 
to get a pennie or a-pound by his 
lying, and toloſe his owne ſoule? 
What ſhall it be beneficiall vnto 
any man to pleaſe another by his 
merrie lying in recreation, when 
hee ſhall thereby diſpleaſe God 
by his Gnathonicall diflimuls- 
tion ? What ſhall it aduantage a 
man to wreak his malice againſt 


another 
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another by lies and defamation, 
when this very thing ſhall whirle 
him into deſtruction ? Epaminon- 
das could not abide a lic, nonot 
inieft; and wilt thou a Chriſtian 
make it thy recreation to iecft 
with a lic? Heſjod an Heathen 
Poet could ſay ww wile eine amor; 
Euill gaines prooue the bittereſt 
lofſes; and wilt thou which hea- 
reſt the continuall voice of God 
againſt lies,make a trade of gaine 
bylies ? Menander faith a+ xexnger 
” © ze; It is alwaies beſt to 
ſpeake the truth. And Auguſtine: 
So much as a man —_ aſtray 
from veritie, ſo much doth hec 
depart from eternitie, O then 
doe nothing againſt the Truth, 
Caſt off lying, and ſpeake euery 
man truth ynto his neighbour, 
for wee are members one of ano- 
ther : As for lying let itnot bee 
oncenamed amongſt you,as be- 
commeth Chriſtians : for theſe 
three things doth God hate, The 
| G4 baxtie 


Heſood, 


Menander, 
| 


The concluſion. 


Prou.6.17, 


—_ —— — — 


Gods contronerſie 


T be third Bll. 


Diners kinds 


hbaxtie eyes, the lmg tongues, and 


the bands that (ved innocent blocd. 
eAnd killing. 


Y this third Action is meaut 
their wrongful and injurious 
dealing, malice, quarelling, and 
killing one of another. There is a 
killing of the Soule, anda killing 
of the Bodie : of the Soule, when 
either for want of teaching it is 
{tarucd, or by falſe teaching it is 
poiſoned, or by miſapplying itis 
wounded, There is a killing of 
the bodie or perſon of our neigh- 
bour, either with the cankred 
{| venome of a malitious heart. or 
by the picrcipg arrow of awoun- 
ding rongue, or by the ſtroke of 
cruell hand, be it violently or o- 
enly; directly or indirectly, at 
i enoda,or name, 

The Lords complaint here a- 
= the children of Iſrael was, 
that they were all murtherers, 
euery one of theſe kindes of - 

ther 
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ther was amongtt them : Their | 
Prophets fed nor the people, or if ! 
they did,it was with wind ; their 
hearts were full of malice, dil- 
cord and revenge ; their tongues 
were an open ſepulchre, the poi- 
ſon of Aſpes was vnder their _s | 
their hands were full of deceit,of | 
oppreſſion, and of blocd + there- | 
fore God had a contruucrfie a- 
oainſt them , becauſe of their 
fearing, lying and killing, 
Killing ( which of the former 
kindes ſo euer it be) is atreſpaſle 
againſt almightie God, as may 
appeare by this : 1, It is a tref- 
paſſe againſt the commancemert 
of Almightie God, Tho ſ1.2/t not 
kill, 2,1r is agaivſt the image of 
Almightie God; forman being 
created according to Goes c waie 
image,he that either by an.zer, or 
by neglect of dutie, or by deece 
(hal kill a man,doth what in him 
lieth, deface Gods owne image. 


Rom, 3.13, 


A irefþaſſe, 


r. Againit 
God's comman- 
aemeat. 


2 Aoaunit 
Gods Image. 
Gene!.t. 


3. Again 


(3. Agauft the -prerogatiue and 


| royaltic 


| Goas [revoga- 
(1Ke. 


F 


| 


| 
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God's controuerſie 


Deur,72.21, 
Rom.12,tg. 
Heb. 10,720, 


4. Again na» 


ture, 


The law 4- 
gainit it, 


Geneſ.4.10. 


royaltic of God, for vengeance i; 
mine, and I will repay it, laith the 
Lord, 4. Againſt the law of Na. 
ture,that men made of- one mat- 
ter ſhould hate, malice, or mur. 
ther one another, 

The heinouſhes of this ſinne 
may hence appeare, in that it is 
one of thoſe crying fins, which 
like eAbels blood doth crie to 
heauen from the carth ; Hee that 
is angrie with his brother vnadui- 
ſedly,ſhall be culpable of indgemt:: 
There is for murther of ” 4, woo 
Hee that ſheddeth mans blood, by 
man ſhall his blood be ſhed:There is 
the reward of murther in the 
hand, Burſt then here aſunder all 
Toadlike inueterate malice of 
the heart;refraine thy ſelfe all yi- 
perlike poiſon of the Tongue; 
ſtoope downe reuengefull head 
of bloodie heart in all you which 
by quarrelling,fighting,hurting, 
wounding, kill, and thinke itto 
be a ſmall finne,or no finne at all: 


——Y 


The 


—_ 
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The Lord is the auenger of all 
ſuch things, Theſe are loud fins, 
crying fins, killing fhnnes, which 
ynlefle you doe repent, will kill 

our ſoules, O then bee ſwift ro 
heave ,and {low to ſpeake,& ſlow 
to wrath; put away euen all theſe 
things, wrath, anger, malitioul- 
nes, and curſed ſpeaking ; ler all 
bitternes, and anger, and wrath, 
and killing, and quarrelling bee 
put farre from you, for cuen 
for theſe things fe commerh 
the wrath of God vpon the chil- 
dren of diſobedience, and for 
theſe things God hath a contro- 
uerfie with a Land, when there is 
ſwearing,and lying, and killing,and 
ſtealing. 


Ard ſtealing. 


His is the fourth Aion of 
treſpaſle here laid in againſt 
them : Their manifold thefts,and 
bribes, and circumuenting one 
another,their ſtealing. This wor 


ſtealing, 


ue EEE 


The concluſion,” 


lames 1,19, 


Caloſ.3.8, 


Epheſc4.3. 


The fourth Bill, 
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LFIUTLS 


T we divers 
ba id of it, 


ſtealing, which is the genws, doth 
comprehend many ſpecies ynder 
it : Thete is Church-ſtcaling,and 
liealing in the Common-weale, 
| Church-ſtealing is either in the 
Church,or from the Church :In 
the Church, by taking the fleece 
and not feeding the flock; from 
the Church, by taking rhe fleece, 
or detaining 2 part of that from 
them which doe feede the flock, 
Stealing in the Common-weale, 
either couertly ynder colour of 
law and equitie , or priuilic by 
craftie ew or clot: briberic, 
or ſubtilly by infidelitie,or open- 
ly by apparent robberie, So that 
there be great theeues and little 
theeues : The greater they, to 
whoſe theft their greatnes is a 
cloake. As acertain Philoſopher 


condemne theeues ; Loe theſe 
great theeues ſend little theeues 


ſaid, when he ſaw corrupt Iudges 


to the gallowes, 


Euery kind of ſtealing isa great 


and 


—_— — 
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and fearfull treſpaſle, fr(t 2g4i;.(t 


Gods commandement : No+ fu 
raberis, Thou ſhalt not ffeale, Se- 
condly, againſt the order oi Na- 
ture, wherein God hath appoin- 
ted that euery man ſhould liue 
n y {eat of his own browes, 
not of other men, Thirdly, a- 
gainſt equitie of nature, which 
commandeth vs to doe to others 
25 wce would be done vnto our 
ſelues. Fourthly, againſt all hu- 
mane ſocietie, which by this 
mcanes is brought to nullitie. 
The law againſt this treſpaſl* is 
exceeding fearefull : by the Ex- 
cheguerlaw, he that tole was to 
reſtore ſeuen fold; and to loſe the 
ſubſtance of his houſe : by the 
Common law he was in the ſame 
caſe with the ſwearer,” and the 
curſe denounced, Zach.5,3, was 
to light ypon him both in this 
fide and in that : by the Starre 
Chamber law he was to be exclu- 


ded quite from the inheritance of 
| heauen, 


A treiþaſſe. 

1. Againft 
Guds comman 
adement, 
Exod.20,1 5. 
4» Nathre, 


3» Equitie, 


The law a- 


gaiail tie 


Preu.,6.3 I, 


Zacii.s.2. 
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Z .Cor.6. I9, 


Vie. 


Genel. 49. 14. 


The dangerous 


eflate of 
theeues. 


AR.s5. 


heauen,for xeither theenes,nox co. 
netons, nor drunhards, nor extor. 
tioners ſhall inherit the kingaome of 
God, 1.Cor.6.10. 

Conſider this, you that make 
an Art of ſtealing, bee yee great 
theeues, or little ones, thecues in 
Church or in Commonwealth, 
Doth /ſachar ſay, It is good crou- 
ching vnder many burthens, and 
that eaſe ts good, and that it were 
better to lie ſtill, then to endure 
the heate of the day? yea bur this 
little leaſe of eaſe will coſt them, 
vnleſle they looke to it, the fee- 
{imple of a better thing, Doth 
eAnanias ſay, that it is good - 
fring from the Church, and that 
all is gaine which is kept backe 
from thence ; neither is it any fin, 
becauſcitis common?O but Ana- 
nas, beware of tealing from the 
holy Ghoſt, leſt thou die for it, 
There be great preyes to be made 
in city ws. countrie, by coſenage 
and deceit, by tricks of law and 


points 


| 


| 
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points of wit, O burlefle thecues 
for ſmaller matters oft<times are 
brought vnto y gallowes. There 
be great booties to be made to 
Iudges, by _— bribes, to 
Officers by inhaunling fecs, to 
Lawyers, by maintaining euill 
cauſes, to tradeſmen by oathes 
and lies, O but take heed, theſe 
wil be heauy burthens vnto your 
ſoules,if you venture ſo ypon the, 
they will preſſe you downe to 
hel. Let him that hath follen teale 
no more,but rather labeur With his 
hands, and walke in his vocation, 
with a contented mind : for be- 
cauſe of the negleQ of this, God 
oft times is driuen to haue a con- 
trouerfie with a whole Land, as 
heere he had with Iſrael, becauſe 
of their ſwearing,lying filling, ſtea- 
ling, and whoring. 


eAnd whoring. 


Hisisthe fifth Action com- 
menced againſt thoſe 1irae- 


The concluſion. 


The fiſth Bill, 


lites, 


—  — 


EE, 


lerem 5.7.8. 
Commutted in 


Hratl, 


Diners binds 
of 1t. 


4 treſpaſſea- 
- ainft, 

1, Gods Com- 
manadement, 


mm 
i 


100 Gods controucrſie 
FV boring. lites, their whoredome and vn. 


cleanneſſe : the Lord could not 
chuſe but haue a controuerſie 
with them, ſceing (as he himlſelfe 
complaineth by his Prophet /ere. 
mie ) Though he had fed them to the 
full, yet they aſſembled themſelne; 

y companies mm the harlots houſes, 
they roſe wp like fed horſes, enery 
man nerghed after his neighbour: 
wife, ; 

By [Fhoring] heere is not only 
meant the outward a of vn- 
cleanneſle, cither berweene mar- 
riedparries, which is called adul. 
terie, or berweene fingle parties, 
which we call fornication, but al- 
fo all inward filthie luſts of the 
mind, all vnchaſt proſpe of the 
eyes, all ribauld words of the 
mouth, all externall ignes what- 
ſocuer, wich did cither kindle 
thcir hearts vnto vncleanneſle,or 
were tokens of that bealtly wic- 
kedneſle, 

This ſinne is a treſpaſle, firſt,a- 

gainſt 


_——C» 
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God nou Mechaberis, Thou ſhalt 
not commut adulterie, Secondly, a- 
ainſt the law of nature, for the 
odre was not made for fornication, 
but for the Lord. Thirdly, againſt 
Gods inftitution, which hath or- 
dained mariage a remedy againſt 
the ſame, Fourthly,againſt others, 
who cither are by-this mecanes 
drawne into wickednes, or dif- 
raced by their vncleannes. Fift- 
h, againſt themſelues, and that 
|rwo manner of waies,firſt,againſt 
their bodie,by weakening it,and 
making it ſubieCt to many loath- 
ſome & vile diſeaſes:and ſecond- 
ly, againſt the ſoule, for it is cuen 
avery deſtruction to the ſoule,as 
Itis, Prou.6.32. 
Which very reaſons ſhew what 
a fearefull fin it iz, and how odi- 


God ts vpon them, Colol. 2.5.6. 
Whoremongers and adulterers Gol 


vilindge, Hebr.1 3.4.Thepaths of 
H 


| IT 


T2Z2z 


oainſt the commaundement of | 


ous in Gods fight. The wrath of | 


2. Nature, 


3.Godt ardi- 


nance, 


1. Theſl.4, 
Prou.5.3.1H 
Prou.6.z2, 
5. Soule and 
bodie, 


7 he law in this 
caſe. 


Coloſc3.5.6. 


| 
Hcbr,t 3.4» 
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4. Our brother, 


| 
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Prou, 2.15, 


1,Cor 6.9. 


Reuel.21.8, 


Vie; 


| 1,Cor.6.15. 


1, Cor.6.18. 


Colof.z. 5.6. 


Epheſ.5.3.4- 


| xt are onto death, Prou. 2,18, it 


iris, Reuel.21.8. 


_ ]arthe laſt, and-come from euill 


ſhutreth out of the kengdome of 
heaxen, 1, Cor. 6. anditprefſeth 


downe bodie and ſoule into hell, 1; 


Beware then, I beſeech you, 
that any of you at any time bee 
not ouertaken with this filthie 
finne; Toxr bodies are the member; 
of (hrift, make theme not the mem- 
bers of an barlot : flue fornication ; 
euery ſinne that aman doth,ts with- 
out the bodie, but bee that commit- 


teth fornication ſinneth againit hy 
oWpne bodie : mortifie therefore your 
earthlie members, which are mn 
earth, fornication, uncleanneſſe,n- 

ordinate affeftion, and exill concu- 
piſcence. As for fornication, and dll 

vncleamneſſe, let it not be oncena- | 
med among#t you, as it becommeth 
Saints: neither filthines,nor fool | 
talking, neither wanton iettiag, nor 
any thing that ts not comely : tor 
this vncleannefle will breake out 


vnto 
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ynto worſe, as it followeth in the 
texts 


They breake ont, 


T2 isthe ſixt treſpaſſe, their 
impudet /»ſo/ency,they were 
mad, asit were, vpon their fins, 
and deſperately giuen ouer to 
worke wickednefle : they ſold 
themſelues to worke miſchiefe. 
And (as Iſay ſpeaketh) they did 
draw iniquitie with cords of vanity, 
and ſinne as with cart-ropes, 

The Septuagint tranſlate it 
bkzogy, which Ggnifieth to ruſh 
forth violently, or to overflow. 
The metaphore being taken fro 
the channel of a riuer or brooke, 
which being full of water, and 
{ gotten to an head, doth at the 
| laſt with violence breake foorth 
| 
'and ouerflow, or from the pra- 
' tiſe of ynrulie beaſts, which will 
be held and kept in no paſture, 
| bur breake their bounds & range 
{ abroad, Andit ſerueth notably to, 
H 2 


agorauate | 


; 


Tbe þxth Bill, 


7aſolencie. 


What is beere 
meant by brea 
FI Ag outs 

Lai. 5, 


The meaphare. 
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The aggrand- 
ting of this 
peoples ſinne. 


DoFZ, 

Sianeaf it be 
not ref Red,wil 
grow amaine. 


Ezech.47.1.2. 
3+4+ 


—_ 


aggrauate this peoples ſ1nne, and 
a. ow ern eltate, 
that now they had loſt the bluſh 
of ſhame,& as they were growne 
diſfolute, ſo alſo were they be. 
come refolute, neither perfwaſi. 
on, nor threate, nor mercie, nor 
feare, nor ſhame,nor puniſhment 
could detaine them, but they 
would needs breake out beyond 
their bounds, 
Teaching vs thereby the pro- 
greſſe and growth of fin, which 
if itbe not reſiſted at the firſt, will 
grow from worſe to worſe, from 


impiectic to impenitencie, from! 
impenitency to impudency,from : 
carelcſneſle to graceleſneſlſe.They 
breaks out. Sinne is like the viſion 


of waters, which Ezechzel ſaw 
ifſuing from vnderthe threſhold 


| of the Temple, which at the firſt ; 


was ſcarce yp to the ankles, then 
itroſe vpto the knees, then vnto 
the loines, andat laſt came to be 
a river which did ouerflow, t . 

ike 


i ..—— ee 
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like ynto the binding of Sampſon, 
Iudg. 16. who at the firſt was 
bound but with greene cords,the 
with new ropes, after that, with 
the threed of the woofe. Iris like 
a diſeaſe, which if it bee notreſ1- 
ttedatthe firſt, will grow worſe 
and worſe, 

By how much the more are we 
to be carefull, in putting in pra- 
iſe the counſel of the Wiſeman, 
obſtare principys peccati, to obſtid 
euen the beginnings of finne,and 
to follow the aduice of the ſonne 
of Syrach, Flie from ſinne as from. 
a ſerpent, for if thou comme#t neere 
it, it Will bite thee, Why(faith one) 
is it faid as from a ſerpent? Cr 
non petins ab unguibus Leonzs, art 
4 Tigrides detibus,ant a facie Dra- 
cons; Why not rather as from the 
paw of a Lion, the teeth ofa Ty- 
ger, theface ofa Dragon; ſeeing 
the ſnake is burlirtle, and other 
vermine there be which are more 
full of poiſon, And heanſweretl: 


| 


H 3 himſelfc 
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ludg.16.1 2.12 


Ve. 


EccleCz1.2, 
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UA1.14.29, 


Pſalm.g1. 


Bill, 
crueltie, 


in Ezech, 


The ſexenth 


Chald. Paraph. 


Greg, Mor.1%. 


Gree. hem.11. 


himſelfe out of /ſay 14.29. Ont of 
the Serpents root commeth a Cocka- 
trice, and the fruit thereof will bee 
4 fierie flying ſerpent. Thereby 

ewing the great encreaſe and 
growth of finne : eAbyſſuu eA- 
byſſum inuocat, ſaith Daxid, One 
depth calleth upon another : So one 
finne calleth vpon another, one 
fnne will linke it ſelfe as in a 
chaine with another, vntill 5/094 
toxcherh blood, which is the next 
thing inthe text. 


Bloed toncheth blood. 


Hich words the Chalde 
Paraphraſe doth thus 
interpret: Aggregant peccata pec- 
cats ; T hey heape ſinne vpon ſinne. 
And Gregor. CMor.1 2. T wnc ſan- 
gnis ſanguinem tangit enm pecca- 
tum vnum ad alind impellt, And 
the ſame Gregorre, Homil. 11. in 
Exec. Sanguis ſanguinem attingn, 
quando peccatum peccato addunr, 
0} ante Di cules, adinettis iniqui- 
tatibas 
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tatibus anima cruentatur, There- 
by ſhewing that finnes begin to 
be bloodie when they begin to 
be many.Bloodie finnes eſpecial- 
lytheſe : 1. Blaſphemie : 2, Cur- 
ing father or mother : 3. Vnmer- 
cifulnes: 4. Want of inſtruQtion, 
5. The bloodie finne of vſurie, a 
vice too common in this our age, 
andmuch to be lamented, which 
of all ſinnes may beſt deſerue to 
haue the name of a bloodie fin, 
ſeeing it rendeth the ſoule of the 
one, and teareth the fleſh of the 
other,fertching drop of blood af- 
ter blood, and making the con- 
ſciences of the doers of it for to 
bleede. This racking finne, this 
bowel-eating worme may well 
be termed a bloodie finne. The 
Vſurer may beſt haue that title 
appropriated vnto him, Pſalm.s, 
Vir ſanguinum, «A man of blood : 
ypon his bags may well be writ- 
ten, The price of blood, And when 
the Lord ſhall make inquiſition 

H 4 for 


Bloodie fine 
efpecially. 
Blaiphemie. 
Cur/mg of pa- 
rents. 
Oppreſſion. 
Want of it- 
flruftion. 
V[urie. 

The grienouſ- 
nes of the ſinne 
of vſurie. 


Pſalm. yg. 


| 
| 


— 


108 


CE ——_— 


Gods controuerſie 


| miſes. 


1 4 corrolarie 


--pon tbe pre- 


| 
The applicati- 


0n to our tim. 
lercm.9.1. 


| Mich. 1.8. 


| ] bedroll -of /ſraels tranſgreſſions, 


{ the ſame, but that I muſt make 


for blood, woe wil be vnto them, 
ſor blood toucheth blood. 

By this that you haue alreadie 
| heard, you may behold the large 


and how deeply they were ſetin 
their rebellions: giue mee leave 
now (right Honourable, right 
| Worſhipfull, and welbeloued in 
the beſt beloued Chriſt Ieſus) to 
applic:the ſame vnto our /ſrae!, 
and in the a of their iniqui- 
ties to preſent vnto your eyes our 
r00 too. great imitation of their 
vices, 

And heere Imay iuſlly take vp 
leremies complaint, ad lay; 0b 
that mine eyes were full of water, 
and mine eye-lids a fountain of 
leares, that 1 might \veepe day and 
night for the miſeries of our prople! 
| What words ſhall I rake, or how 
{ ſhall I reckon vp the bedro!! of 
| 


lamentation like the Dragons, 
and mourning like y Oftriches? 


for 


_ _ 


th 


with Enzland. 


log 


for ſurely the Lord- hath a. con-.|. 
troucrhie with the inhabitants of 
this Land,yea a grieuous contro» | 


uerfie he hath with England. 
And heere firft tobegin with 
the firtt finne in thisplace laid to 
Iſrae/rcharge, the great and ca- 
pitall ſinne,the {inne of Swearizg, 
where is this finne to be ſeene?or 
rather where is it not to be feene? 


Court and Coumtric, Towne and 


Cirie groaneth: with it, andlike 
the ſmoake of Sodome it moun- 


teth vp to heauen, the cric there- 


of is in the cares of the Lord of | 


hoſts, What bargaine is made 


without an oath? what ſports? | 


what talke ? what companie, 
where ſwearing beareth not the 
chiefe(t ſway?Otheslike ſwarmes 
of Egyptian flies heere cueric 
where with vs in the countrie, 


but like theſe graſhoppers heere 


inthe citic which couer y whole 


face of the citic: It is fearfull and 
lamentable to heare ; what ftreet 


— 


_ 


ſhall | 


Swearing how |. 
common was air | 
daitss | 
| 


Jn countrie. | 


DD 


Exod.8.24. 


Excd.10.15, 


— 


7a citie. 
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Goas controuerſie 


— — _— 


Lying. 


Tirus 1. 13. 
How common 


efpecially in 
London. 


| ſhall aman goeinto? what com- 
panieſhall he be in? what houſe 
ſhall hee ſotournc in ? what bed 
ſhall hee lie in, but whole vollies 
of oathes will found about his 
eares? Theſe things thou ſeeft O 
Lord, and wilt thou ſuffer it ; and 
ſoall not thy ſoule bee anenged on 
ſuch a nation as this t ? 

Come we to the ſecond Trel- 
paſle,of Lying, and ſhall wee not 
finde our Land another Phrygia, 
"and this Citic of Lendon another 
| Crete, of which Paxl reporteth 
-euen out of one of their owne 
Poets ; tire dei ddgry, T be Cretians 
are alwaies liars. Swearing and 
lying are the cheapeſt wares this 
Giri yeeldeth ; Maſters reade le- 
ures hereof vnto their appren- 
tiſes, and they ſoone outlearne 
their maſters, no conſcience at 
| all made of a lie; and hathnot 
God then great cauſe to haue a 
controuerhie ? 


Come we to y third Treſpaſle, 
| killing, | 


with England. 


_——__ 


II 


kellimg,and is not that cuery where | 
almoſt to bee ſcene before our 
eyes? What killing of ſoules for 
want of teaching in the Church ? 
what cruell butcheries are there 
in the Common-weale?how rea- 
dicare men to burſt with malice 
intheir hearts? what wounding 
is there with the ſword of the 
lips? what rufhanlike fraies and 
quarrels ? what deſperate mur- 
thers within the skirts of this Ci- 
tic,and euery where inthe coun- 
trie are to bee ſeene? And hath 
not God then iuſt cauſe to haue 
2 controuerhe with this Land? 
Come wee to the fourth Treſ(- 
paſſe, fealing : How much more 
common this vice now then in 
former times? what greedie co- 
ueting of the goods of other me? 
what often polirique circumuen- 
ting ? what coſening, cogging, 
foreſtalling,exaRing,inhanfing ? 
what priuie prigging , pilling, 
proling, purloining ? what open 


robbe- 


Kelling. 
How triciall, 


Stealing. 
How rife in all | 
the ſorts of it 
cuery where, 


Gods controuerſie 


V'Vhoring, 


| How vſuall. 


 Effeminate at- 
parel,badzes of 


this, 


Thegenerall 
and deiFerate 
oxer flowing of 


ſane in the 
Land, 


Ki th. ttt. 


| 


robberies in y Common-weale, 
and facriledge in the Church? 
And hath not God then great 
cauſe to haue a controuerhie with 
vs? 

And as for Whoring, the fifth | 
Treſpaſle, neuer were people fo 
defiled with it as in our age:How 
open and common are your ſub. 
urbe ſtewes? how many me haue 
their whoredoms writte in their 
foreheads ? how many women 
haue their adulterjes written be- 
tweene their breaſts? how com- 
monly fold and fung filthic and 
laſciuious ballads ? im triuiall, 
beaſtlie and obſcene ſpeeches? 
what immodeſt;wanton & who- 
rith attires? O London if I ſhould 
hold my peace, the very ſtones 
would ſpeake againſt ic, 

But if theſe things were in 
ſome few alone, the complaint 
might be thelefle ; if it were but 
ſeldome, or in ſome priuate cor- 
ners only of the land, wee might 


the 


——_— IIS 4 — 


with England. 


the leſſe deplore it; if there were 
any hope of reclaiming me from 
the ſame , there might bee yet 
ſome comfort : but « ſe ſins are 
growne into the faſhion and are 
made a cuſtom;like vnruly beaſts 
men ruſh into the ſame, the de- 
luge ouerfloweth the whole coli- 
triezthe men of our age draw ini- 
cuitie with cords of vanitie, and 
finne as with cartropes;they adde 
to ſwearing,lying,to lying, ſtealing, 
to ſtealing, whoring, and breake 
out from blood to blood; And 
how then can the Lord chuſe but 
haue a'controuerhe with the in- 
habitants of this Land? 

I take no pleaſure like an vn- 
cleane bird to vnrip the filth of 
this Church & Common wealth, 
the damme of whom I was bred; 
I grieue and ſpeake with gricfe 
in reciting theſe things which 
are as manifeſt as the Sunne, For 
j theſe things ſhall y land mourne, 
the Lord hath a cotrouerſfie with 

it, 


Gods wrath &- 
gainit jt, 


Gods controuerſie 


Amore parti- 
cular applica» 
tion to the pre- 
ſent auditorice. 
To be Lord 
Maior and 

A id Amen, 


it,and I ſtand heere to pleade his 
controuerfie, A dreadfull con. 
trouerhie is it liketo be, vuleſſe 
we labour to preuent it by repen. 
rance ; vnlefſe you ſwearers leaue 
your ſwearing , you Merchants 
ag dar uarrellers your 

iling , you ſwifters your ftea- 
ling,you leachers your whoring; 
ynlefle you deſperate finners be. 
come more tame, and you, Ma- 
giſtrates, ſeeke reformation of 
theſe things. 

And heere ( mine honourable 
Lord, and you right worſhipfull 
companie of the Bench) giue me 
leaue to diret my ſpeech vnto 
you,and in Gods name to admo- 
niſh you,that you awake betime 
to cut downe theſe vices as much 
as lieth in you, by your power, 
This Citie (whoſe Scnatours you 
are)you ſec how full iris of finne, 
of ſwearing, lying, killing, ſtea- 


ling,whoring, vſurie,crueltie,and 


vngodly living ; and will you fit 


0 


Mill, 


— 


—— 


with Enzland. 5 | 


ſill, and winke at theſe things, as 
if they did nothing appertaine to 
you atall? will = not draw out. 
the ſword of Iuſtice to roote out 
the ſame; if not, know this, that | 
ou ſhall mourne, yea you ſhall | 
be of the firſt of the that mourne, 
and it will one day proue to bee 
your greateſt ynhappineſſe, that | 
eucr you haue attained to theſe 
happte dignities, And now to 
you(moſt worthie Iudges)letme | x,4e,. 
direct my ſpeech: You hi in the| 
ſeates of Iudgement,the cauſe is | 
| the Lords, it you doe not bend 
the ſway of your authoritie to | | 
the rooting out of theſe ſeuerall 
{ iniquities, there will one in ſeue- 
| ritie iudge you, If you (reuerend 
Fathers and brethren inthe Mi-| ,ajainers. 
nifterie)cric not our againſt theſe 
finnes,the blood of them that pe- 
| riſhin theſe fins will crie againſt 
| you. If you (Citizens) leaue not | Citizens. 
; your lies, you ( Courtiers) your | 
; oathes,if both Court and Coun- | (,,yyie, 
trie $ 
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Gods contronuerſie 


The ſumme 


{ ard ſubſtance 
of itt, 


{ The third part. 


| | S in Tribunals and Courts 


| 


| inproued diretly againſtthem, 


| the whole lad ſhall mourn, &c, 15 


| iny:text;tq he confidered, © | 


trie leauc-not theſe their owne 
peculiar finnes, both they and we 
and all of ys:;ſhall mourne; yea, 


it followeth in the laſt place of 


\ -(' Therefore the whole land ſhall 
' #onrne,, andenerie one that 
 drelleth therein ſhall be cut 
off, with the beaſts of the field, 
and the fiſhes of the ſea alſo 

i ſhalbe taken a\vay. 


of judgement, eſpeciallic 
ypon life and death, x 10 pro- 
ceſſe made,& the parties brought 


vnto their anſwere, the Bill put 


and verdict giuen in, when the 
parties to bee condemned hauec 
nothing to ſay why iudgement 
ſhould not be denounced again 
them; there is'an inquirie made 


— 


hat! 
the 
den 
die. 
con 
mer 
like 
nee« 
and 
wel 
ther 
{ent 
vpo, 
and 
lpee 
is, þ 


finn 


what lands and goods the partie | 
| hath, 


—— 


— Aw 
— 


with E ngland. 


hath, which being conhicate to 
the Prin-es pleaſure, ſentence is 
denounced againſt y parties bo- 
die. Euen ſo hcere, 1(rae! being 
conuicted and to recciue iudge- 
ment in Gods Court, there is the 
like proceeding : Inquirie there 
one none to be made for goods 
and lands, for God knew thar 
well enough alreadie; preſcntly 
therefore hee doth proceede to 
ſentence, hee threatneth to ſeaſe | 
ypoa their goods and chattcls, 
and to cut off their bodies by | 
ſpeedie execution: Therefore,that 
is, by reaſon of the forenamed 
finnes,the land ſha' nonrne. 


The Land ſhall monrne, r.Circumſiace, 


He earth which they went | !=dgement de. 

ypon, the fields which they — , 
tilled, the gardens which they os ” 
planted,rhe orchards which they 
adorned, and all the Jand which | 
they inhabited, ſhall mourne. As 
when the carth is blefled with a 
I plentifull| 
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God's controuerſie 


IVhen the 
land 5 ſaid 10 
I e106, 


F;” bet to 
mMournes 


Tw" mane 
m4:e the 
land is made 
10 PICKHTNIE, 


Iſai.33 9+ 


locl.1.10, 


4 


l 


plentifull encreaſe, 1 he alles are 
{1id to / gh and ng: when leaues 
and fruit do bud vpon the trees, 
the trees arc ſaid for to rejoyce: 
when a kingdome flouriſheth 
with plentie and proſperitie, the 
land is ſaid by a metaphoricall 
ſpeech tobe glad: So on the con- 
trarie (1de, by the ſame meta- 
phore, when vpon the earth is 
ſecnenothing bur ſcarcitic, the 
vallics are ſaid to weepe : when 
the trees are ſlipped from their 
ornaments, they are ſaid to la- 
ment : when God powreth his 
indgements vponaland, the land: 
is ſaid to mourne. | 

he Land mourneth: 1,When 
itis barren and fruitlefle, fo /ſay | 
33- It is ſaid /angucſcere to bee * 
faint. 2, When it is ſmitten with | 
mildewes and blaſtings, parched | 
with heat,cogealed by the froſts, | 
or deuoured by wormes. /oe/ 1.10. | 


The Land monraueth, for the corue | 
| 15 deftroyed, the wine ts drica 7: | 


and | 


—_—  — 
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and the oyle decayed. 3. When *t 
is vnpeopled, ſo Lament. 1.4. The 
Waies of Sion lament, becayſe :0 | Lament,1.4. 
mancommeth to her ſolemne feats, 
all her gates are deſolate, and ſhe is 
in heuineſſe. : 
If I ſhould reckon vp vnto you, | 14,4 9/4en the 
how many times the land of If. land of Iſract 
rael did mourne, I fcare mce, I | 4:4 moarze, 
ſhould too much preſume vpon 
your patience, the time bcin 

too far alreadie ſpent. It mourned | Iudg,2, 
when the Cananite and the Phi- 
liftims made incurftions into the 
land : It mourned in the daies of 
Shamgar the ſoune of A:4,audin | !ygs,5.6, 
the daics of /ac/, when the high- 7 
waics \were vnoccupied, and the 
townesnot inhabited, vntill De- 
borah roſc vP, a motherin Ifracl, 
It mourned in the daics of 7oe!, | lol 1.16. 
when the wives were made waſte, 
and the barke of rhe fig-trees pilled 
oF. when the ſeed Was rotten winder 
the elads, the corne withered, and 
theriners dried vp. It mourned in 
| I 2 the 
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Gods c ntroverſie 


Ftimnethe greo 
tefF enemy to 
aity Land, or 
ConnRliies 


che daies of Heſpca King of 11. 
rael, when by $4/maa<>7, King 
of eAſpur, it was brought into 
iubicRion, who brought people 
Trom 3.hel,from {Þþ4ta. A, a- 
24, and Sethairuame to dwell 
Herein : chus did the land of If 
acl mourne, and cuer for the 
veoples fhane, 

No greater enemie then fin to 
any citie, towne, or countrie : no 
:reaſon greater againſt any State, 

hen finne lurking in the heart: 
10 {trenger rampire,engin or or- 
dinance to beat downe any citie, 
rhen ſinne. Sinne is that defiance 
/hich prouokcth the King of 
.cauen vnto wrath : Sinne the 
match that ſetteth fire to his fury: 
Sinne the only cauſe of avy peo- 
ples miſerie. O then beware of 
in, Machiauellian policies, fall- 
i:oods, wrongs, deceits and lies, 
Theſe are no walles to keepe, but 
cannons to beate downe cities, 
townes and countries : There- 


fore 


with England. 


fore ſhall the Land mourne. 


eAnd exuery one that dwelleth ther. 
m ſhall be cnt off. 


Eere is the ſentence vpon 
H their bodies : as their linnes 
had cauſed a defolation of the 
earth ; ſo likewiſe of the peo le 
They muſt be cut off, that is,ſhal! 
be rooted out : the metaphor be- 
ing taken from a mower that cu*- 
icth hay, And heere, the more to 
2gorauate this their deſolarion, 
the Prophet telleth them, that ce 
very one that dwelleth thereir 
ſhall be cut off, not the poore a- 
lone, or the children, or the tee- 
bler ſort of people, bur eu cuery 
one; God was reſolued to cut off 
from Iſrael,hcad and taile,branct; 
and ruſh in one day. 

The Lord hath many waies to 
eſfe& this, many meanes to cur 
downe finners,many waies to de- 
[troy his enemies:he hath his rod 
of the famine, his ſword of the c- 

I 3 nemie, 


M— 


2.Circumſlace. 


Fydgement 6- 
,anit the peo+ 
vles 


The mil 
2:87, 


Elay 9.14. 


God: diners 


4\0510 Cut 
men off. 
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Gods controner(ie 


ludgement G- 
van ft il: 4 


CU "caſts. 


E xam} les of 11 


| 2.Circurſlice. 


-his dart of the peſtilence 


[nemic,his arrow ofthe peſtilcce; 
fith the rod of faminc hc whip | 
not all, yet he can ſmite the with | 
;jif they eſcape y ſword, | | 
ha will be ſure to pierce the with | 
; One, 
way or other hee will bee ſure to 
pay them home : 7 hey ſhall bee | 

| 


CHI off 


| 
' 
| 
| 
| 


T he beaits of the ſield, 


. 


Hem is the ſentence gyucn 
z11n{t his goods and chat- | 
tels. 1, Againſt the beaſts, th 
Quads! the 4er, thoſe foure- Surf 
beaſts w hich God had piuen thi J 
to vic, both for their vic & meat. 
Theſ: the Lord in plenty lendeti | 
tomen, when he hath a love to- | 
w ards | cm, and theſe for mans | 
= nne he takcth from him, Manie | 
'es hath Cod to cut oft the | 
A ofthe ficld ; by murraines, | 
by rottenr cle by infec Rion, by 


manifold difcalen 221 wok on | 


| 


Ye error ons —n—— 
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them for the finite of man, Thus 
dealt hee with the Egyprians, 


vpon the flacke in the field; tor wpou 
the horſes, alles, camels, axd /heepe, 
W428 A might y great mitrraine. Thus 
God likewiſe puniſhed the Ifrae- 
litesin y daies of B:n94dad King 
of »Aram,at whole comming vp 
tothe ſiege of Samaria, an Aﬀes 


| Exod.9.3. 


Exod,9, The hand of the Lord t as | 


2.King 6.2 Fo 


head Was at cightic pieces of fil- 
uer, yea for want of a ſufticiencie 
of that, they were criucn to feed 
[on Doues dung, A fcarcfull pu- 
niſhment then mult it needs bee 
for thoſe Iſraelites, to haue their 
beaſts thus cut off fro their Land. 
But peraducnture they might yet 


conceiue fome hope, fs the aire, 
to bee fed with fowles, if beaſts 
ſhould faile, as the Lord fent | 
Quailes at K:brohatanah vpon | 
their Fathers, Numb. 11.52. Yea | 
but this hope is hcere quelled,for 
tis ſaid, 7 be fowles of the beaten 
ſrallbe taken array. 


I 4 The 


I24 


ms 


Es, 


Gods contronerſ1e 


3 Circumſiace 


|! :dgement a» 
4a] the 
{awles, 


The fowles of the heanen, 


Tvers ſorts of fowles had the 

Lord in mercie giuen the 
children of Iſrael for thcir food, 
although the vſe of diucrs of the 
-xpreſly was forbidden vntothe, 
Leuir,11, 21.Thus did God pro- 
uide not only for necefſitic, but 
alſo for delight : yet when they 
ſinned againſt him, hee tooke a- 
way not only that which might 
bee for their delioht, but eucn 
what was for their neceſlitie alſo, 
The fowles of the heauen muſt 
bee taken away, as well as the 
beaſts of the field. Bur if all theſe 
were wanting, yet ſome hope 
might be from the ſea, if fleſh 
could not be had,they might liue 
by hſh:yea, but here isa cooling- 
card for that alſo, er pr/ces eriam, 


-Ken the fiſhes allo ſpall bee taker 
WAF » 


Alſ« 


— 
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eAlſo the fiſhes of the ſ-a ſhall 


be taken away. 


nation!would not the Lord 
ſpare the fiſhes ? Why? Bur in 


world was drowned, when the 
inhabitants of the earth were cut 
off,and the beaſts of the field pe- 
riſhed , yer the poore fiſh were 
ſpared,as if they were apeople of 
another world,and not contami - 
nated with the finne-polluted 
earth;burt now God wil not ſpare 
their fiſhes, but they ſhould pe- 
riſh, as they did in Fgypr, Exod. 
7.19, The earth ſhou!d mourn, 
the ſea mourne.c the aire mourre, 
there ſhould be left neither fleſh, 
nor fiſh, nor fowle : what then 
ſhould bee left vnto them ? even 

cleannes of reeth mm all the land, 
Well then, here iultly may we 
fay with Habacuck: Was the Lord 
argrie 


po— —_— 
—_— 


Great and wrathfull indig- | 


that great deluge, when all the | 


| 


| 


5 Circurſ!ace. 


Jud1ement 4+ 
2a'niithe 


fiſhes, 


| 
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126 God: contronerſie 
Goas wrath angrie w, ththerigzrs? or was "0 


vnan the crea 
tures for man's 
ſr12ts 

Hava. .5.9, 


Pſalm; 


The Applica- 
{i9i, 


anger, O God, ap ainst the waters ? 
Ir thy Wrai2 againſt the ſex? No, 
no, it was again{t the people of 
the land, and vpoi them by rea- 
{on of their finne : Ir is this finae 
that bringeth a plagne vpon a 
Nation, Prince, or People; not 
vpon man alone, but alſo vpon 
the dumbe and ſenſelcfle crea- 
tures, e fra:rfull land (laith the 
Pſalmiſt ) hee maheth barren, for 
the wickedneſſe of them that drell 
therein,and enery creature 9roneth 
with vs alſo and trauelleth in paine 
for onr ſakes, and becauſe of our 
finne, O then bewaile finne, and 
when tnou ſeeſt, either the carth 
it ſelfe, or the dumbe and ſcnic- 
lefle creatures of the earth to 
mourne; remember with griefe 
itis all for thy finne,ard therforc 
bewailc thy fn which hath been 
the cauſe of all. 

Right Honourable, Worſhip- 
full,and bcloued brethren,,/ha:- 


ſoener 


— 


E 


— -— 


with E noland. 
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ſcener hath bin written before tine, 
bath bin writ ten for o1:y tn/[rutiion, 
And(as Itis 1,Cor,10.) Al theſe 
things came vpon them for n(am- 
ples, to admo:1ſ vs.upon whom the 
end of the world 1s come. Doc you 
thinke that theſe /ſraz/tes were 
oreater ſinners then others, that 
God did ſend ſuch extraordinary 
puniſhments ypon their bodies 
and their goods? Iteil you, nay, 
but vnlefle we repent, wee ſhall 
likewiſe periſh, Iſrael: ſinnes are 
Englands finnes : ray, Exglands 
finnes are more then Hract, fins; 
God is the ſame God (till, his 
hand is not ſhortned his Arength 
1s not abated, his iuGice is not 
leflened ; hee hath ſought many 
waics to woce Vs, hee hath ſent 
many meanes to winne vs, many 
iudgements to reclaime vs, and 
| yet forall this wee haue not tur- 
'ned vnto him, but haue conti- 
nued a rebellious and flifnecked 
pcople before him : For theſe 


1. Cor, 10.11. 


Luke 13, 1,243, 


The judge- 
ments to come 
v9 this land, 


—_— 


Our land hath 
motrned but 
ſhall mourne 
more. 


things | 
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Gods contraucr ſie 


3 ſamine. 


By ſword, 


'y reAilence, 


— ——— 


ME e—— 


things hall the land moeurne ant 
enry ove that dwelleih ther-in, 
Yea our land hath mourned al. 
readie, and fi]! more and morc 
it beginneth to mourne: The hea. 
wens ower ws haue beon as brifſe 
1n41 the earth ynder 1+ as tron Our 
ficlds haue mourned in their ſcar- 
citic, the ſ-ed hath been rotten vn. 
der the clodr, blaſting and milden 
hath made our fruits to wither; 
and yet wee haue not returned 
vnto the Lord, and therefore yet 
his wrath is not turned away, but 
his hand is ftrercbed ow tell, The 
{word of a forren enemic hath 
been ſhaken againſt vs, and wic- 
ked plots of Romanized Abſ-- 
'oms haue bin attempred again! 
vs an. dour Stare and yet we haue 
not returned vnto'the Lord ; and 
therefore wee heare of the like 
attempting fill. The Arrow cf 
the Peſtilence hath been flying 


amongſt vs, which hath imote 


downe thouſands and ten thou- 


ſands 


with Enzland. 


1114s1n our (treers; and yer wee 
haue notreturned vnto the Lord, 
and cherfore his wrath is not tur- 
ned way,but his hand is [tretched 
out ſtil}, yea in the ſame kind ſtil; 
and what will be the 2nd therof? 
Surely even that which God de- 
nouncerh, Icrem 19.3. Behold / 
will brig a plague pon 1his place, 
che nhich who/oewer heareth hi: 
cares ſhall rmele. 

I may fay with Amos, I amno 
Pro: het, nar Provbets ſonne, that ] 
ſhou'd take vp-n mee to define 
what puniſhmert, what y great 
puniſhments, which God hath 
determined to bring vpon this 
land : yer] aſlirc my Fae and,in 
the name of the Lord,I dare al- 


his glorie, a God of ſopure eyes, 
that he cannot ſec ard tuffer our 
ſo great and fearefull ſinnes : and 
ſeeing that we profit ſo little by 
his forepaſt iudgements, he hach 
a iudgement now comming, 


which 


jure you, thar God is ſoijcalous of 


ſerem.19 3+ 


ments vove 


bis 7.4 
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Srrav7e 70" / 


ſhorty lo come, 


] 


| 
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Gods controuerſie 


Haiea 9.7, 


Amos.5.16. 


Amo: 8.10, 


| which will pay home for all, Br. 
hald he will bring a pl. age vpon th:, 


mare, the which rhoſoener hearery, 


viſitation are comming, the dai, 
are commins, Iſrael ral know tit, 
England ſhall know it, Lodoy 
thou ſhalt know it: Th landſhal 
monurinegand every one th it dweileth 
therein ſhall bee cat off, with he 
bessts of thz field, the uu les of the 
re, and tbe hes of rhe ſea:mour. 
ning hall ve in all ſtreets, and the 
ſhall ſay, alzs, alas: enery one ſhall 
call anot © to lamentation, and 
luich os can mourne Unto moyrnins. 


his eaArCS ſhall tinole; The antes of of 
| 


! 


Your tealts (Right Honorable) | 
wall be turned into mourning, 
and your ſongs (yee which Jiue at 
eaſe) ſhall be turned into lamen- 
tation, The mourning of ſuch as 
are now moſt merrie, {hall bee 
made as the mourning of an only 
ſonne, aud the cnd will prouc a 
bitter day, Your pride (O yeec 
aatighters of our Sion, w hich 


nov 


———_— 


with Eneland. l ; mw 
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now are hautic, and walke wah 
| Wl | Frerched out neckes, and wandring 
| eyes, and naked breasts, mirſing as 
| you 0o)wil be turne1 into mou reing, F 
| when 12 ſfead of a ſweet ſanor.you | ![at. 3.t6. 
ſhall be poiſoned with /finch, i 
tead of dreſſing the haire, you ſhal 
haue ba/dnes,inſtead of a ſtomacher 
agirdle of ſach-cloth, and tarning | 
i ſtead of bearty. Y our oathes (O 
yee Courtires)ſhall be turned in- 
| ro mourning. Your lies(O yce Ci- 
tzens) ſhal be turred into mour- 
ning. Your raſhneſle (O ye quar- 
rellers) your vnclcanneſie (O yee 
leachers) your vnmercifuineſſe 
(O yee Vſurers ) will rurne to 
mourning, yea they ſhall make 
the Land to mourne, and cuerie 
one that dwelleth therein ſhall | 
bee cut off, with the beaſts of the 
held, and the fowles of the aire, 
and the fiſhes of the ſealikewiſe 
ſhali be taken way, 

Which thing lecing it 1s ſo, The concluſis. 
| that | | 
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Gods controucrſie 


that no jefle plaintifte then the 
Lord him{clfe hath a controuer 
he with vs, and that with euery 
one of vs and that not for pettic 
matters, bur for capitall, whercin 
iveltand yponlife and death: ſee. 
ing if we plead not guiltie, & pu: 
our {elues to the triall, God and 
all his creatures would conuit 
vs, yea our owne conſciences will 
give in evidence againſt vs; what 
ſha.l we do (my deare brethren) 
in this fo fearefull caſe? To lie 
trom God is impoſſible, to hope 
for fafetie notwithſtanding al: 
our fhnnes is bur idle, to make 
doub: of Gods inftice were verie 
imple,to preſume vp6 his mercy, 
were nothing bootfull,to fall vn- 
der his indgements were intole- 
rable, What then ſhall we doe? 
cuen rake vnto cur ſelues words, 
and humblc our ſelues before this 
mightic Iudge, with an heartic 
confeſſion of our finnes to turn: 
VL:to 


— 
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: | the Miners of the ;Lard, weepe 


| 


ET ivith E neland. 


 ynto. him, im forma pizper;s.to ſuc 
| YNtC him ; *avd with: Dizd to call 
fora Plaline of mercie, M1ſcrere 
mer Dern, Lord be moron anto 

me: Lord give a gratiovs parcon, 
Letthe Elders aſſchic th(ſelues; : 
| Let the Bridegrome come fortly of 
| by chamber, and the Bride ov! of 
| ber bride-chamber; {et\the Pricits, 


| betweeve the parch and the Altar, 
and let them (ay, Spare, O Lord, 
gine not. thine heritage no re- 
a 

| Yeaſpare, O Lord, fpare, thy 
people, whom thou halt nouriſh- 
[ed, and continue. fauourable to 
this our Sion:Parre o#t thy wrath 
vpon the heathen that know thee 
not, aud 2:pon the families that call 
not en thy name, Death is come 
into our windewes, and entred imto 
| oer palaces to deftroy the chilares: 
Fithoxt, and the youg men in the 
frets, O comand thine Angel to 


loel 2,13, 
I4.15, 


locl.2,17, 


lerem.g.21, 


K put 
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lercm. 10.35. 
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134 God controuerſie, 
=” put vp his ſword, and ſay itise- 
Lament.4-8. | nough, Thou haſt broke the ſtaffe 


of our bread, and made cleannes 
of teeth in al our cities, ſo that the 
skinnes of many haue cleaued to 
their bones, and been withered 
like a tocke, Render vynto ys the 
yeares that the graſhoppers hath 
eaten, and the canker-worme, 


and praiſe thy name. Loe thine e- 
nemies, O Lord, loe thine enemies, 
the Tabernacle of the Iſmalites,the 
CMoabits, and the eAgarens wait 
for our deſtrution,they take craf- 
tie counſel together ag ain#t thy peo- 
ple, & conſulted again#t thine 
holy ones : They haze ſaid,let vs cut 
| them: off from being a nation,and let 
| the name of Iſrael be no more in re- 
| membrace: But do thow unto them, 
| & wnto the Madianits,as to Siſcra, 
ard to Iabim, at the River Kiſhon : 
Make them and their Princes like 
to Oreb and Zeeb, yea hike to = 


an 
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<hat we may cate and be ſatisfied, |. 


| 


' - with England. 


135 


© m—_—_— 
and Zalmunna. But be fanourable 
unto S10n, and build vp the walles of 
leruſalem:So wee thy people, and 
the ſheepe of thy paſture, ſhall 
praiſe thee for ener; and let 
all the people ſay Amen, 
Amen, 


FINIS. 


